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GUJARAT  MUSALMANS. 



CHAPTER  T. 

ORIGIN  AND  STRENGTH. 

According  to  tlie  latest  figures  (a.d.  1891),  Gujat'ftt  Musalmdus 
uumfier  about  I,ll;lj0u0  or  IO'07  per  cent  of  the  population.  The 
following  statement  slnvvs  their  distribution  : 

QuJARlr  MUSALMAnB  t DiSTRIBUTIQN7  1891 , 


Partly  Fobkiux. 

Local  Cosvbbts. 

Total. 

District. 

Say- 

mU, 

Shaikhs. 

Pa-  | 
LliAn^. 

Me- 

mans. 

Boborin. 

Kho- 

jas- 

Others, 

AhinedAb*d  .„ 
K&ire.  ... 

Punch  MahitltJ.. 
Breach ... 

Surat  ...  ... 

3R73 

32$) 

460 

8*33 

UQO 

34,846 
LI  r01fi 
3369 
1*,3®5 
27.670 

rise 

10,017 

2)18 

4$0:i 

2685 

339 

7ft! 

146 

300 

367 

ms 

its 

2o 

in' 

604 

10,972 
18,620 
42  h) 
33*307 
12,905 

2609 

6 

9 

113 

20.400 
3S*W 
83*2  V 
17.0311: 
8026! 

90,4*7 
77,143 
18,061 
71,263 
j 62.307 

Total 

11,680 

91,126 

27,071 

2032 

8141 

73,ftB0 

2735 

99,487 

310,161 

States  ... 

47,08ft 

46,593 

33,070 

4418 

88  Alt 

88,787 

43,61* 

427,712 

383,323 

Total  „ 

lW.CKJD 

137,713 

06,741 

8150 

83,562 

| 142,767 

*6,363 

527.190 

1,113,447 

No  aupwvto  dutiiitn  aro  available  for  the  different  States, 


GujarAt  Musalmdns  may  be  divided  into  two  main  sections,  those 
who  have  a foreign  strain  and  those  who  are  almost  entirely  of  local 
Hindu  descent. 

From  the  middle  of  the  seventh  to  the  end  of  the  eighteenth 
century  foreign  Mnsatm&ns  continued  to  find  their  way  into  Gujar&t,1 


1 Before  the  arrival  pfjdulmmmaclan  Arabs  in  India  Arab  settlements  are  recorded 
at  C heul  Kalyun  and  tiup&nw  Abnl-Fida  (a.d.  1273-  1H3)  speaks  of  the  Arabs  being 
settled  in  Sup&ra.  in  very  early  times.  Iteinaud'a  Abul-Fida,  II*  DCfiL-ttxiv,  In  the 
time  of  Agafcluircidoa  n.e.  177  - 100  {Vincent's  Periplas,  151 J there  were  so  many  Arabs 
on  the  Malabir  coast  that  the  people  had  adopted  the  Arab  religion.  Frolemy's 
nmpcf  India,  a.d.  ISO,  has  a trace  of  tho  Arabs  in  the  word  Mdhigeri*,  the  latter 
part  of  ^ the  name  being  the  Arabic  jQzlrah  an  island  [Th4na  Gatettcer,  XIIL  Cl 
note  1 Before  they  adopted  Islam  the  Arabs  were  mostly  babiims.  Sale  ( Prelb 
mi  nary  Discourse  to  the  Kur&do,  10)  nays  that  though  there  were  idol -worshippers 
Jews  Magi  ana  and  Christians  among  the  Arabs  of  the  4f  times  of  ignorance,”  tho 
Fabian  religion  had  overrun  tho  whole  (Arab)  nation.  The  first  expedition  of 
Muhammadan  Arabs  to  India j a<».  C3G,  was  sent  in  the  reign  though  not  with  tho 
sanction  of  U mar  the  son  of  Khattiib,  a,d,  G34  - C13,  the  second  KliaUfah.  When 
In*  heard  that  Uthm&n-ath-Tlmkafi  his  governor  of  Bahrein  hud  sent  an  expedition 
which  returned  fiucoessful  from  Hind  the  KhaUfah  wrote  to  U tbm in  ; *c  Brother  of 
Thakif  ! ihtm  Inst  placed  the  worm  in  the  wood,  but  by  AU4h  ! had  any  of  my  men 
IfOCU  lost  1 sbon’d  hare  killed  an  equal  number  from  thy  tribe  ” (Al-BiiiUurl  (a,t>.  SM0j 

» 520—1 
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Chapter  II. 
Subdivisions- 

If  IK  Off 
Converts, 
Traders. 
Kara]  las. 


Khoja  he*. 


[Bombay 

36  G U JAR  AT  POPULATION, 

KaraTia's,  Potters,  68,  arc  found  in  Ahmedribad  city.  They  are 
descendants  of  Hindus  of  the  Kumbhar  or  potter  caste,  and  arc  of 
middle  stature  and  fair.  The  men  shave  the  head  and  wear  the  beard, 
yhe  women  are  fair  handsome  and  strong.  They  speak  Gujarati, 
The  men  dress  like  poor  Musa! mans,  and  the  women  like  Hindus, 
except  that  they  wear  silver  bracelets  of  Musalmin  pattern.  They 
sell  but  do  not  make  pots,  rl  he  men  work  as  labourers  messengers 
and  house  servants,  the  women  mind  the  shop.  The  men  are  quiet 
honest  and  thrifty,  but  lazy  and  fond  of  opium.  They  are  well-to-do, 
some  of  them  very  prosperous.  They  are  Sunnis  in  name,  paying  little 
attention  to  religion  ; only  a few  of  them  knowing  the  KuraAn  or 
earing  to  say  their  prayers.  They  marry  among  themselves  and  with 
the  Kathiants  or  woodcutters.  With  the  K&thidms  they  form  one 
body  fttmatU,  and  have  a headman  to  settle  disputes.  They  have  a 
class-lodge  vddl  in  AhmcdabM,  where  during  the  mango  season  they 
hold  feasts,  enforcing  attendance  by  line.  They  have  begun  to  semi 
their  cltildren  to  Government  schools,  and,  on  the  whole,  are  well- 
to-do. 

Khoja'he,1  Honourable  Converts,2' arc  scattered  all  over  Gujarat 
in  Kaehh,  KdtliiAvMa,  in  the  Portuguese  territories  of  Din  and 
Daman,  AhmccUUd,  Baroda,  and  Surat.  Beyond  Gujarat  Khojahs 
are  to  be  found  within  the  Presidency  in  Sindh,  'J  Inina,  Khdndcsh, 
and  Bombay,  beyond  the  Presidency  in  Calcutta,  the  Panjab,  Kash- 
mir, Kabul,  Ddrdistdn,  X agar  Hunza,3  and  in  the  Persian  Gulf,  in 
Bell  rein,  Bandar-Abbds,  Mina,  Linga,  and  Kism.  Ln  Turkish  Arabia 
Khojclhs  occur  in  Karbala  and  Shah  JNajaf,  and,  in  Arabia  proper,  in 
Maskat,  Aden,  and  Shekel1  Mnkalla.  There  is  a flourishing  colony 
of  Khojalis  in  Zanzibar.  Khojdhs  are  of  seven  divisions4 : First 
Khcdwilya-Momna  Kim  jabs  ; Second  Gujar-Gupti  Khnjfths  ; Third 
M ul  tdni  Klmjillis;  Fourth  Attai-Kliurasam  Kliojiihs;  Fifth 
Muihi-Muinna  Khojrfka;  Sixth  Eoni-Lolmr  Khojahs;  Seventh  Kabuli 
amt  Da  lakhshdni  Khojahs.  , 

As  noticed  under  Bohoras  {page  8U)  the  Khoja  he  are  Isiudilias 
of  the  Nazar ian  subdivision  who,  separated  in  a.ij,  10 j 1 from  the 
Musta  lian  J email  inns  on  a question  regarding  the  succession  to 


* 1 *1  he  Turkish  word  Klmjili  seems  to  be  a title.  lu  Pondui  prjutmuri t\  kl&jnh 
(written  kltv’ttjuh)  h mum*  InuU  tcaekr  and  metvluut,  also  like  utuulti  both  tu  rf  uml 
'iiutslvi1.  Burton***  Sindh,  412. 

5 Tin*  Uncut  K ho]  ill*  fuse  of  18Uf»  pujA-s  ’0 - 12. 

-E  HiiliUtiph  Hi  hi*  Tribes  of  the  lUtitlu  Kindi  (page  US)  says  : Tire  iulluviiee  of  Lin 
ltfknrdu  prtneos  introduced  Shiibuin  while  the  to  noli*  of  the  Muulitis  have  niiklc  their 
wiiv  fioui  the  Uvuh.  valley  across  the  passes  of  l he  Hi  mill  Kush.  Kxcept  the  population 
of  Nagar and  tivo-thifcU  of  the  people  of  Hi.1t* .stun  the  rest  belong  to  the  Kur  Baksh 
tort.  The  M ir  of  Jluuza  and  the  whole  populatbaJ  of  that  place  Art:  Alaiiliiie.  By  tho 
Kur  Bak'd*  sect  Khoj&hs  art*  mount.  Fnrishtuh  (Persian  Text,  U»  (i  15-4(5)  calls  the  Kash- 
in fri  Kbojahs  the  followers  of  Is  nr  Bakali,  By  the  word  Maul  hi  from  mania  lord  nnd 
master  a title  of  Ali,  are  meant  the  follower*  of  All.  His  Highness  Agha  Khdu  hud  ami 
still  has  (A.n.  1807}  great  influence  over  the  outlying'  tribes  of  the  Upper  Indus  valley, 
IBs  followers  are  called  Mau litis.  A portion  of  tho  offerings  mode  to  Aglm  KhAn's 
deputies,  who  are  called  Firs  and  arc  much  respected,  i h turned  into  cash  ami  sent  yearly 
In  liis  Highness  A^lia  Khan  in  Bombay.  Bhltlnlph's  Tribe*  of  the  Hindu  Kush,  IIP, 

4 Tho  Kliojah  V art  dot  {page  25fij  by  Mr,  SjvdiedUia  Nftnjmr*  Assistant  Kevemic 
('mutuissioiier  of  Kaclih. 
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the  throne  of  the  Fiitinxite  Khiklpliat  io  Egypt  which  was  founded  in 
a*d.  910  (h.  299)  by  Obeidullah  (a.t>.  872-9-34)  a missionary  (Dill)  of 
Abdullah  Maimun,  The  cause  of  Nazar,  the  elder  son  of  Al-Must&n- 
sirbillah  (a.d*  1036- 1095),  one  of  the  claimants  to  the  Egyptian  succes- 
sion, was  espoused  and  energetically  promoted, especially  in  Persia  where 
it  subsequently  rose  to  be  supreme,  by  Hasan  Salrfh  an  Jsm&ilian 
missionary  who  was  bom  at  Hai,  about  fifteen  ru  les  south  of 
Teher&n  now  in  ruins,  in  the  beginning  of  the  eleventh  century, 
Hasan  founded  the  order  of  the  Fidawis  or  Fiddis  or  devotees  known 
in  Europe  probably  from  their  leader  s name  as  the  Assassins.1 *  Hasan 
concentrated  his  power  at  Alaimit  or  the  F ale  on's  Nest,  an  impreg- 
nable bill  fort  on  the  borders  of  the  Persian  district  of  Daiicm, 
about  20Q  miles  north  of  Kazwfri,  which,  with  a small  section  of 
the  surrounding  country,  he ‘had  acquired  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
eleventh  epntury  partly  by  stratagem  partly  by  purchase  from  the 
commandant  of  the  Saljuki  emperor  MalaksluUi  (a.d*  1072-10)2). 
After  gaining  Alamut,  Hasan  resolved  to  cease  acting  as  ddi  or 
missionary  and  political  emissary  of  the  Fati mites,  and,  though  he 
did  not  yet  arrogate  to  himself  the  title  of  Unrevealed  Imam,  lie 
made  himself  known  by  the  convenient  style  of  Shaikk-ul~Jaba l Lord, 
or, according  to  the  crusaders.  Old  Man  of  the  Mountain,  a title  which 
two  of  his  immediate  successors  continued  to  use.  Before  his  death 
at  an  advanced  age  in  aj>.  1124,  Hasan  had  the  satisfaction  of  leaving 
bis  order  flourishing  and  bidding  fair  to  undermine  by  his  Fidawis7 
poignard,3as  well  as  by  the  levelling  forea  of  his  doctrines,  the  neigh- 
bouring monarchies  of  I shim.  His  successors  becoming  the  terror 
of  kings  and  the  authors  of  revolutions,  ruled  from  the  coniines  of 
Khur&frin  to  the  mountains  of  Syria  and  from  the  Caspian  Sea  to  the 
Mediterranean.*  Hasan  (a,D,  1163,  h.  569),  the  son  of  Muhammad 
the  son  of  Ruzurg-Umeid,  the  fourth  ruler  on  the  pontifical  throne 
of  Alamfit,  threw  aside  the  mystery  with  which  the  son  of  Sabah 
had  deemed  it  politic  to  surround  his  doctrines.  lie  declared  himself 
title  Tin  revealed  Im;1m  and  preached  that  no  action  of  a believer 
in  him  could  be  a sin.4 *  He  is  called  the  u Ruler  of  the  world 
who  loosened  the  bonds  of  the  Law/7  No  Khojtfh  mentions  his 
name  without  the  words  A'la  Zikri-h  !$"Sa Id m Peace  be  to  his  name.6 
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1 On  the  other  Itfttd  it*  Joseph  A mould  observes ; It  is  likely  enough  tkit  the 
etymology  mshstod  upon  liy  Sllvcitre  tic  Sacy  should  lie  correct  and  the  origin Ik*  the 
wjid  by  which  the  Ism  Ai  lias  uf  Aldimit  and  Mimmt  were  designated  in  the  eastern 
language*.  lids  litvmo  Is  / / ax h *nh i -s/tin  ^ a word  derived  front  the  use  i f Hashish 
hk:t"*j  or  he: imp* water  with  which  Hasan  and  his  successors  subdued  the  souls  while  they 
hithuncd  the  energies  of  the  Fidawis  whom  they  employed  os  their  ....  instrument*. 
(The  Great  KUoj&h  Case  of  a.u,  1^60.)  Against  this  derivation  it  is  to  he  notid  that  not 
one  of  the  Arab  or  Pemtan  historians  of  the  Ume  designate*  the  1 KinAiUaH  by  the  title  of 
Hash-shi-sldns,  All  call  them  Muirthiduh  or  heretics.  (Elliot,  II,  353  -337  ; FarishttiU 

Persian  Text,  11.  G45*GiC»)  „ ^ 

3 The  primary  meaning  of  jUlwl  from  the  Arabic  *1  he  sacrificed,  U scape* 
goat.  The  IsmAil ia  Fidawis  were  tho  volunteers  of  the  order  courting  death  for  its 
glory,  Sir  Joseph  A mould  styles  them  the  self -offering  or  devoted.  The  Great 
KiiujiUi  Cose  of  ItSfKJ  page  0. 

* Von  Hanixter’a  Assassins  by  Lie,  77  - 88,  91*82. 

4 Lee's  Translation  of  Von  llanmer  a Assassins,  109, 

1 Mlr  Kb  end  on  the  authority  of  Yusuf  Shah  Kdtih  (or  the  Scribe’'  rdtfc^  that  over 
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It  is  through  this  Hasan  that  His  Highness  Agha  Khdn  traces  his 
descent  from  AIL1  The  Indian  Khoja  hs  further  believe  that  Hasan  was 
the  first  of  their  Im&ms  to  send  a missionary  to  India,  The  name  of 
this  missionary  was  Nnr  Satiigur/  In  his  fourth  expedition  to  Mult n 
(a.d,  1005)  Mahmud  of  Ghazni  (a.b,  100  i -1030)  is  said  to  have  expelled 
the  Karmatians  from  Mult&n/  In  a.d.  1175  Muhammad  Ghori  (a.d. 
1 152 -1£u6)  again  delivered  Multan  from  Karmatian  rule*4  In  the 
beginning  of  the  reign  of  Sulfaflnah  Raziah  (a.B.  1237  - 1 240)  Min-hdj-us- 
Siraj  the  author  of  the  Tabak&t-i-Ntfgiri5  speaks  as  an  eye-witness  of 
the  MuldhiJah  heretics  of  Hindustan  being  seduced  by  a person  with 
some  pretension's  to  learning  called  <f  Nur  the  Turk  M (probably  Ntir 
Satagur  the  missionary  of  Hasan  Zikri -h is-salam),  ff  flocking  to  him  in 
large  numbers  from  all  pa  ids  of  Hindustan  such  as  Sindh,  Gujanit,  the 
environs  of  Dchli,  and  the  banks  of  the  Ganges  and  Jumna/* 
Minh&j-us-Sir.ij  goes  on  to  say  that  when  Niir  preached  t the  rabble 
gathered  around  him.  He  used  to  ^all  the-  learned  Sunnis  Ndsibls 
or  enemies  of  All  and  usurpers  of  his  jiatrimony  and  their  followers 
Marji*  or  hopefuls.  On  Friday  the  6th  of  Rajab  n.  634  (March 
1237)  his  followers  to  the  number  of  a thousand  men  inflamed  by  hie 
fulm [nations  against  the  orthodox,  and  armed  with  swords  shields 
arrows  and  other  weapons  attacked  the  Jdnnl  Mosque  of  Dehli  and 
slew  many  of  the  congregation  assembled  there  till  they  were  routed 
with  great  loss  by  the  officers  of  the  empress  Raziah.  According  to 
the  Khojrih  accounts  Nnruddin,  or  as  they  call  him  Nur- Satagur, 
came  from  Dei  I am  to  PaUin  in  Gujanit,  when  that  country  was 
governed  by  a Hindu  prince  apparently  the  Solan ki  Bhirn i IL*(ajk 
1 1 79  - 1242),  He  made  a number  of  converts  by  ordering  the  idols  of 
a Hindu  temple  to  speak  and  bear  testimony  to  the  troth  of  his  mission. 
He  is  said  t<>  hive  returned  to  Persia  shortly  after  converting  the 
Hindu  ruler  of  Patau  secretly  -to  his  faith/  On  his  second  visit  to 
Gujarat  he  married  the  daughter  of  Ildja  Siirchand,  chief  or  governor 
of  Navsari  near  Surat,  His  success  as  a prosclyfcizer  and  his  wealth 
exciting  the  envy  of  his  followers  he  was  killed  by  Chdclt  one  of  his 
two  leading  disci  pies  while  he  was  absorbed  in  samddhi  or  contemplation. 
The  name  Nur-Satdgur  Teacher  of  pure  light  which  he  took  in 
addition  to  his  mvn  name  Nur-ud-din  or  Nurshih  and  the  practice  of 
the  Hindu  abstraction  or  mtmddki  show  the  process  by  which  the  first 
Isra^ilia  preachers  succeeded  in  converting  Hindus.7  The  Iem  nli 
preachers  gained  their  chief  success  among  the  Afghdn  tribe  of  Lohd- 
mis.  According  to  the  tribe  legends  preserved  by  the  Khojahs  the 


tlto  door  of  tin;  library  of  A hi  on  lit,  H ixmn  had  cammed  tbo  following  couplet  to  bo 
engraved  : Jfru-d 

Jif'ihfid a J 'HZij'. If ■il<xht'Zi!ct  ih it-wlvi m . 

With  tho  help  of  God  he  hath  imdone  the  enlJnr  of  the  Lawt 
The  ruler  of  the  world  He  of  htessed  memory  * 

Voir  1!a3Mbb*s  108-100, 

1 The  Great  KlvojAh  Oaso  of  18G0  pase  9 paragraph  1. 

* The  Khoi&H  Vratont,  163,  * EV iofc,  II.  *41-443.  4 Elliot,  II.  2SC, 

* Elliot,  1 1.  335-336. 

R The  Khohih  hymn  called  Ram  at  in  the  Khoji^h  Vratant,  153*  Cf,  page  2d  note  2. 
7 Another  iBinAilia  missionary  Sad imiiI -din  adopted  the  Hindu  name i of  Sah-dcva, 
and  1 larch  and.  Apart  from  its  popularity  with  limits  the  ndoplnn  of  a Hindu  name 
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Lolionas  arc  descended  from  Lava,  a son  of  Rdma,  who  founded  the  tribe 
of  the  R At  hors  to  which  the  Lohlnas  belong*  According  to  another 
story  of  which  there  seem  to  be  several  versions  Raja  Jaiehand  of 
Kanauj  took  to  wife  an  Afghan  woman  who  was  marie  captive  after 
the  defeat  of  Shahib-nd-din  Ghori  (a.d.  1178)  and  who  in  revenge 
co  used  JaiehaniLs  death.  JaichantPe  son  to  quiet  his  father1^  angry 
spirit  was  advised  to  feed  many  Brahma- Kshatris.  The  Kekatris 
refused  and  fled  to  Lahuragadh.  The  title  Khwrijah  meaning  Lord 
which  they  received  on  their  conversion  to  Isl&m  from  their  I'u* 
Sadr-ud-din  seems  a translation  of  the  title  Thakkar  or  Thdkur  by 
which  LohSnas  are  addressed.  In  support  of  tins  it  is  to  be  noticed 
that  in  Hdlitr  or  north-east  Kathi&vAda  Khoja  he  are  still  addressed 
by  the  Lo Inina  title  of  Thakkar  and  wear  their  waisteloths  in 
Lohana  fashion.  Further  the  language  of  the  Khojahs  and  of  some 
of  their  Sindhi  religious  hymns  contains  a liberal  mixture  of  Panjabi 
words  which  are  also  present  in  the  language  of  the  Kalhiavacla 
Lohanas, 

A later  clement  of  strength  in  the  Khojdh  community  is  cf  Kashmir 
origin,  Fansbtah1  mentions  the  Chafes,  originally  a race  of  sun-worship- 
pers,  who  called  themselves  liaushanias  The  People  of  Light,  During 
the  reign  of  Fateh -bhah  of  Kashmir  (a. d.  1 45S-59,  H,  Sti4)  these  Chaks 
were  converted  to  the  Ismaiiia  faith  by  a missionary  from  Irak*  This  was 
Slmms-ud-din,  the  second  Ismaiiia  missionary  to  India  who  according  to 
the  Khojtfli  hymns  was  able  to  work  miracles,3  Shame-ud-din  settled  at 
tfeli  in  Bahdwalpnr  about  eighty  miles  south  of  Multan  where  his 
shrine  still  exists.3  The  followers  of  Shame-iitl-din  number  about 
75,000  in  the  Punjab  and  Kashmir,  Many  of  his  Bhoi  (porter)  Hondr 
(goldsmith)  and  Kas&ra  (coppersmith)  converts,  though  still  believing 
■in  him,  have  gone  back  to  Hinduism*  and  many  who  never  ceased  to 
he  Hindus  continue  to  believe  in  him.  According  to  the  Khojrih 
accounts  ffaams-ad-dfn  is  the  disciple  of  Ntir-Satrigur  whom  Sliams 
served  under  the  name  of  Ohote.  Farishtah  gives  a,  n.  1496  as  the  date 
of  Shams  GhoteJs  arrival  in  Kashmir,* 
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was  In  agreement  mth  tbo  Siifi  {(ttmtr-mtj")  rule  tin  laid  down  hy  SWidi  (a.t>*  1238)  : 

iki.hHjtti  j/ur  u*a*l  khaki  StiHt  Icm.*  ha  kkrtx  o <lin  ■ 

Bd  Mtitithmln,  Allah  Allah*  hi  Hunfula'n  UdmJtdm , 
if  thou  wfihe*t  union 
Live  at  peace  with  low1  and  hiirh  ; 

With  the  Muslim  mil'  on  Allah, 

With  thu  Hindu  Iifim  Kim  cry. 

1 Persian  Test,  II.  047, 

5 FariahtaU  notices  that  he  met  with  elders  of  the  Ndr  Bakah  order  in  BMafalihifii, 

I|v  found  they  differed  in  no  way  from  the  orthodox  either  in  appearance  or  in  ostensibly 
following  the  rules  of  the  Sttnnah  or  tradition*  He  my  a a son  of  Niir  Iktkah  showed 
him  Nrir  Bakslifs  book,  in  which  he  found  much  to  admire,  Farishtah  For**,  Text 
If.  G43, 

3 One  of  the  most  famous  of  Shams  Clioto'e  miracles  was  the  calling  to  life  of  the 
dead  son  of  a powerful  noble  of  tJeh,  The  Fir  said  : In  the  name  of  Allah  thou  that 
art  dead  arise  l The  cjerpso  did  not  stir.  Thou  Sham s-ud -din  said  ■ In  the  name  of 
Shams  thou  Unit  art  dead  arise  ! and  the  hoy  drew  up  and  stretched  out  his  bunds 
and  feet,  yawned,  sneezed,  and  was  oim  of  the  living.  Farishtah  (Fers,  Text,  II,  CHI) 
seems  to  think  that  much  of  the  success  of  Shains-ud-dfii  in  converting  the  Ckdk 
ittii- worshipper  a was  due  to  the  happy  accident  that  the  missionary’s  name  was  11  Sun 
of  the  Faith ,f  Shu  nx~utl* dfto,  4 Major  Biddurph’s  Tribes  of  the  Hindu  Kush,  124,  realpatidar.com 


Link:  http://www.realpatidar.com/library 
email:  mail@realpatidar.com 


Page  15  of  38 


1899  -Muslim  & Parsi  of  Gujarat  -Gazetteer  of  Bombay  Presidency  [108]  -Select  Pages  Only 


realpatidar.com 


40 


GUJARAT  POPULATION. 


[Bombay 


Chapter  II. 

Subdivisions- 

Hindu 

Converts, 

Tracers. 
Khoja  hs. 


Sixty  years  earlier  (about  a.d,  1-130)  Sadr-ud-dm  known  as  the  third 
Pir  was  appointed  head  of  tlie  Khojdhs  of  Kashmir  Sindh  and 
the  Panjiib  and  was  the  first  pir  to  found  a khan  ah  or  Khojrili  religious 
lodge.  He  conceived  the  idea  of  taking  all  the  Khojaihs  of  India 
to  visit  the  Dnvevealed  Imam  in  Persia.  The  huge  army  of  pilgrims 
travelled  till  they  reached  Gujar&t  in  the  Panjab.  At  Gujar&t  to  test 
the  faith  of  his  headmen  the  Pir  betook  ^himself  to  the  house  of  a 
prostitute  seemingly  forgetful  of  the  sacred  errand  on  .which  he  had 
persuaded  his  followers  to  start.  I1  wo  of  the  headmen  lost  faith  in 
Sadr- tid-din.  But  Trikam  the  Sindh  Mukhi,  though  vilely  repulsed 
satisfied  the  demands  of  the  prostitute  and  took  Ids  Pir  with  hh 
to  the  camp  of  the  pilgrims.  At  the  next  encampment  the  faith  o 
the  followers  was  trill  more  rudely  tested.  The  Sindh  headman  alone 
p ssed  the  "ordeal  unscathed.  In  the  end  the  Pir  went  alone  tc 
Alamut.  lie  saw  the  Imiim  incarnate,  returned  to  Ueh,  diedj  and 
was  burled  at  a village  called  Jctpiir  near  Uch. 

As  about  a.d.  1200  Niir-P&t&gur  liad  converted  Gujarit,  so  one  of 
his  successors  R;1  mde  originally  a T invar  11  a j put,  sowed  the  seed  of 
the  Ismriitia  faith  in  * KnOlih  and  Krithidvoda,  About  a.d.  1430, 
from  the  Ismtiilia  ledge  (kh&nnh)  he  had  established  at  Kotda  in 
Sindh,  Pir  Sadr-ud-din  started  the  first  ty  the- gathering  wallet  (jholi) 
on  its  rounds  from  the  Himalayas  to  the  Vmdhya  range.  It  was 
Pir  Sadr-vul-dm  who  to  impart  everlasting  vigour  to  the  tree  of  the 
]sm:tilia  faith  engrafted  into  it  the  name  of  All,  and  also  the  name  of 
A glia  Islam  Shdh,  an  ancestor  of  His  Highness  the  Aglm  Khan,  as 
AlPs  incarnation,  together  with  the  nine  Avatars  of  his  Vishnu- 
wor shipping  followers.  Tip  to  Pir  Sadr-ud*din?s  time  Adam  and  the 
Prophet  of  Isldm  weic  unknown  in  the  Hindu  Pantheon.  Ailam 
is  now  introduced  as  Vishnu  and  the  Prophet  of  Islam  as  M nhesh* 
Ag  i in  as  Islam  bEtfhwas  the  incarnation  of  Ali  so  Nur-Sabigur  was 
the  incarnation  of  the  Prophet  and  Stulv-ujl  dtn  was  the  incarnation  of 
Brahma.  The  hist  of  the  Iiruims,  the  coming  JIahdi,  was  exjdained 
to  be  the  Nik  lank  i or  stainless  Avatdr,  whdse  appearance  was  looked 
tor.  ty  tJm  Sikti.^aaithis  as  the  midemum. 

After  Scdr-ud-din  came  Kabir-ud-din  who  was  succeeded  by  Imrim- 
nd-din  known  in  Gujar;it  as  Imamsh&h,  ImdmsWh  was  /iot  well 
received  by  the  Sindh  Khojtihs  and  had  to  withdraw  to  Persia*  where, 
after  visiting  the  ImfSm  at  Kekht,  he  i-eturncd  to  India  in  a.d,  1452, 
Disgusted  with  his  Sindh  followers  he  turned  hU  footsteps  towards 
Gujardt  and  was -favourably  received  by  Mahmud  Begad  a (a.d.  1459  - 
j oi  l) , * j mum-ml  Ah  nVmnlieU  nu  Rivijjit.  with  onjnotjs 

differing  in  some  minor  points  from  the  doctrines  of  the  Ismail ia 
faith.  The  Khojihs  possess  to  tins  day  a hymn  composed  by  huam- 
shtifa  called  the  Jandzuh  or  Bier  in  which  he  describes  his  journey 
to  the  heavens  through  the  power  of  the  Imitm,  and  his  meeting 
with  Pralhddha,  11  ari she h and r a,  V udlnsthira,  Sadr-ud  dtn,  and  others, 
ImtfmshAh  died  in  A.D.  lol2,  His  disciples  who  belong  to  the  class 
of  Momiias  are  to  te  found  in  Ahme(UMl;  1C  bed  a,  Cambay,  Baroda, 
Bhdvnagar,  Surat,  Khftndesh,  and  Kaehh.  Owing  to  the  deviation  ol 
his  teaching  from  the  doctrines  laid  down  by  the  o\drv  Kliojdh  Pir*, 
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and  owing  to  bis  denouncing  the  KhojSh  practice  of  levying  classondh 
or  tythes,  ImAnisMh  was  excommunicated  by  Abdas-sabtm  the  son 
of  Isl&msh&h,  the  tmrevealed  Khojdh  Imdm  of  the  time*  In  Gujarat 
after  the  death  of  Fir  Im&m-ud-dfn  (a.u.  1512)  active  proselytizing 
ceased.  About  a*d,  1594  Kapdra  Loh^na  and  some  other  Khoj^he 
carried  the  tythe  wallet  of  the  Indian  Ismailias  to  Kekht  in  Persia  the 
residence  of  Agha  Abd-us-Sal&m  the  unrevealed  Imdm.  To  supply  the 
want  of  a missionary  Agha  Abd-us-Sal&m  wrote  in  Persian  for  the 
guidance  of  his  Indian  followers  a book  called  the  Pandyad-i-Jawan- 
mardi  that  is  the  Maxims  of  Forti  tude,  This  book  transliterated  and 
translated  into  Sindhi  and  Gnjardd  forms  part  of  the  scriptures  of 
the  Khoj£hs  and  is  regarded  with  a veneration  which  gives  the  book 
the  twenty-sixth  place  in  the  list  of  the  Khoj&h  Ptrs  or  saints.  The 
mystic  strain  in  their  faith  the  Khoj&hs  trace  to  certain  allegorical 
traditions  <of  the  Prophet  and  Ali*1 

About  the  middle  of  the  sixteenth  century  the  backsliding  of  the 
Panjdb  Khojdhs  to  Sunni  ism  showed  the  need  of  a vice- pontiff  in 
India*  The  Imdm  summoned  one  Baud  or  DMu,  a descendant  of  a 
powerful  family  of  Sindh  Khojdhs^  and  invested  him  with  the  mantle 
of  a Fir.  The*  day  of  Dddu's  investiture  Is  still  celebrated  by  the 
Khoj&he  as  the  Sh&h's  Id,  About  a.o,  1549  (Samvat  1606)  P(r  Dddu, 
owing  to  the  hostility  of  the  Sumras,  left  Sindh  and  settled  in  Jdmnagar, 
Here  they  were  honourably  received  by  the  Jilin  and  at  kia  request  forty 
more  families  of  Khoj^lis  were  invited.  A plot  of  land  near  the  town 
was  assigned  to  them  and  round  it  they  raised  *a  wall  one  of  whose  gates 
is  still  known  as  DAdiFs  Gate.  After  converting  some  KAthidvAda 
Lohduae  D&du  went  to  Bhuj  the  capital  of  Kachh  In  the  reign  of 
Rao  BMrmal  I.  (a *d,  1585-1681),  Hero  a rain-compelling  miracle 
procured  the  Pir  many  converts*  P!r  DMu  died  in  A.ih  1594  and  was 
succeeded  by  his  son  Sddik  after  whom  the  title  of  Plrship  became 
extinct,  the  deputy  of  the  Imam  being  henceforth  styled  Vakil.  Owing 
to  family  dissensions  Sddik's  grandson  moved  from  Bhuj  to  HdUr  in 
Kdthiavdda*  In  a*d.  1844  the  Khojdh  Imam  Agha  Shah  Hasan  Ali 
discontinuing  the  appointment  of  local  Khojdhs  as  his  Vakils  sent  out 
his  nephew  to  Kachh  as  his  deputy.  A year  later  (a ak  1845)  Agha 
Shdh  Hasan  Ali  better  known  as  His  Highness  the  Agna-Kkdn,  himself 
came  to  India  and  was  the  first  I small  S a unrevealed  Imdm  to  settle  in 
this  country*  He  was  eighteenth  in  descent  from  Rnknuddin  Kbur 
Sh&h  during  whose  tenure  of  the  Ismftilia  pontificate,  in  a.d.  1255, 
HalAku  Khdn  the  Tartar  massacred  the  Ismdilia  population  of  Persia, 
and  dismantled  their  forts. 


1 Ali  being  asked  bow  lie  came  to  know  Allah,  replied  : 1 eatno  to  know  my  Maker 
from  the  weakness  of  my  own  purpose.  In  justification  of  their  belief  in  incarnation* 
the  K ho  jibs  put  forward  the  argument  about  Godhead  in  Mau  furnished  by  a tradition 
which  they  attribute  to  the  Prophet  : t axn  the  1 Mi  m Moss  Muhammad*  ' This  is 
j^had  the  One  and  Unique  Allah*  (That  is,  without  its  throe  ms  or  mim$  Muhammad 
becomes  A Art*?.}  A scoffer  asked  All  : What  is  AllAb  * The  Prince  of  tho  Faithful 
replied  : Hast  thou  been  at  sea  in  a sinking  ship  P Though  the  winds  sang  thy  dirge 
and  the  waves  threatened  to  engulf  thee,  like  the  veritable  black  valley  of  Johanna, 
even  then  did  no  small  benign  voice  whisper  to  thee  1 Thou  shaft  be  saved  1 * That 
voice  i oh  thou  of  li1  tie  belief*  was  All  Ah  | The  KhojAhs  are  fond  of  tho  Prophet*# 
saying:  Think  not  on  the  being,  think  on  tho  bounty  of  God,  Khoj&h  Vratrfut,  1 * 10 
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42  GUJARA'T  POPULATION. 

In  a large  crowd  o£  Musalmdns  the  Khojdh  can  be  recognized  by 
liis  full  arched  head,  his  massive  square  forehead,  his  heavy,  some- 
times bushy,  but  generally  broadly  pencilled  and  arched  eyebrows 
and  long  full  lashes  fringiug  large  keen  brown  or  black  eyes, 
his  large  roundish  and  sometimes  forwardbent  ears,  his"  heavy 
moustaches  falling  over  his  small  full  lips  without  regard  to  the 
order  and  practice  (sunnah)  of  the  Prophet,  hie  thick  beard  either 
shaved  or  cropped  close  to  the  skin  covering  a full  chin  and  oval 
cheeks.  Ages  of  business  habit  have  given  his  face  a good-tempered 
but  keenly  intelligent  shrewdly  confident  'and  sometimes  among  tJtie 
lower  orders  a hard  and  sinister  expression.  Among  K ho j fill  women 
large  dark  sometimes  flashing  eyes  often  adorn  a face  which  is 
pleasing  and  perfect  in  its  oval  outline.  The  other'  features  though 
finer  and  more'  delicate  are  as  clearly  marked  as  those  of  the  men. 
The  complexion  of  the  men  varies  from  a yellowish  or  ruddyish  fair  to 
a rich  olive  or  leonine  brown,  that  of  the  women  from  a delicate  fair 
to  the  greenish  hue  so  highly  prized  and  so  often  sung  by  the  Persian 
and  Urdu  poet  as  the  sabsah  or  green  hue.  The  men  arc  generally 
of  medium  height  and  well  built  with  a tendency  to  stoutness,  the 
women  are  below  the  medium  height  and  rather,  slightly  though 
symmetrically  formed.  The  men  shave  their  head  or  wear  short 
close-cut -hair  in  European  style.  The  women  wear  their  long  black 
hair  parted  in  the  middle  and  drawn  Ixick  hanging  in  a long  plait. 
Khoj&h  women  are  fond  of  reddening  their  palms  and  soles  with 
henna.  They  also  apply  lampblack  or  eollyrium  to  the  edges  of  their 
eyelids,  but  unlike  other  Musalmftn  women  they  are  not  partial  to  the 
tnist  i or  black  dentrifiee.1 

Fifty  years  ago  (a.d.  1840)  the  dress  of  the  Khojtih  men  was  the pahdff 
or  loosely  wound  white  turban,  the  aitfjavkka  (literally  body-coverer)  or’ 
ehola  made  of  white  cotton  stuff  fastened  in  front  high  over  the  chest  by 
a pair  of  cotton  ties  or  bunds  and  falling  to  the  ankles.  The  coat  hail 
sleeves  of  an  extravagant  length  which  were  shortened  by  being  creased 
up  as  far  as  the  elbows.  The  coat  of  poorer  men  was  the  bandi  or 
jacket  cut  like  a chola,  but  reaching  only  as  far  as  the  waist.  The 
lower  extremities  were  covered  by  the  euththan  of  chena  a pair 
of  trousers  of  thick  white  cotton  cloth  loose  above  and  tightened  at 
the  ankles  by  a pair  of  loops  and  buttons.  Those  wealing  the  bandi 
had  to  wear  over  it  fastened  at  the  navol  by  a single  knot  a waist- 
cloth  polio,  while  the  wearer  of  the  longer  coat  used  to  carry  his 
waistclotli  over  his  arm  or  shoulder.  The  shoes  worn  both  by  the 
rich  and  poor  were  pointed  and  of  red  or  black  leather.  The  in- 
door dress  of  the  early  Khojah  was  a simple  polio  or  waisteloth  worn 


A*  tvmrufi  iaun  il  turn# 

Wat  if  friiAtjA*. 

plti#vsln jr  as  the  deep  scarlet  hi  the  deep  red  of  the  fttne;  lip. 

Hateful  as  thp  whiteness  In  tho  white  no  &4  of  lip  leprosy, 
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in  the  present  Hindu  style,  with* the  rest  of  the  body  bare.  The  dress 
of  the  Khojdh  women  of  fifty  years  ago  was  a striped  silk  or  cotton 
bodice,  fastened  tightly  behind  in  the  middle  of  the  back,  a striped  black 
green  or  red  heavy  petticoat  with  numerous  folds  reaching  to  the 
ankles  and  a scarf  of  green  black  or  other  sober  cotton  with  borders  and 
stripes  called  pachedi  or  potara , The  dress  of  the  modern  rich  Khojih 
indoors  is  a skullcap  of  some  sober  hue  of  flowered  or  plain  velvet 
or  satin,  a flannel  or  cashmere  waistcoat  in  the  cold  weather  or  a 
cotton  or  silk  waistcoat  in  the  warm  weather,  the  collar  of  the  waist- 
coat being  cut  in  the  style  of  a English  shirt,  and  below  it  a long 
fine  white  cotton  shirt.  Under  the  shirt  a rich  Khojdh  wears  a white 
cotton  flannel  or  cashmere  trousers  either  wholly  in  English  style 
or  cut  in  English  style  but  fastened  by  a trousers  string.  Some 
Khoj&hs  wear  white  silk  trousers  but  these  are  fast  disappearing.  On 
his  feet  the  Khojdh  wears  white  cotton  or  wool  or  silk  stockings  with 
a pair  of  velvet  or  leather  slippers.  Out  of  doors  the  rich  Khoj&h  puts 
on  a goldbordered  arched  turban  which  he  calls  a Mughldi  pkenta  or 
Mughal  scarf- turban,  its  shape  being  borrowed  from  the  headdress 
of  the  Mughals.  The  peculiarity  of  the  fChojdh  turban  is  that  it  is 
smaller  and  lays  bare  a greater  portion  of  the  back  of  the  head  than 
-the  Meman  or  Kokani  turban  of  the  same  shape.  Another  material 
used  by  Khoj&hs  for  their  turbans  is  the  Calcutta  needlework 
called  hash  id  ah.  Old  men  or  men  with  less  taste  for  show  wear  silk 
embroidered  turbans  as  also  do  the  middle  classes.  The  poor  go  out 
in  their  skullcaps.  The  rich  and  middle  class  Khojdh  when  going 
out  of  doors  puts  over  his  jacket  or  waistcoat  a longer  coat,  a 
compromise  between  the  English  coat  and  Indian,  having  the  length 
of  the  mngarhha  with  the  cut  the  buttons  and  the  sleeves  of  a 
English  coat.  Some  Khoj&hs  wear  the  shdpdh  mdriyah  or  Arab 
short  coat  open  at  the  breast  with  a large  row  of  silk  buttons  on 
one  side  and  of  loops  on  the  other  side.  He  changes  his  slippers  for 
English  boots,  or,  if  he  belongs  to  the  middle  classes,  for  country-made 
boots  or  shoes  of  English  style.  But  Tor  his  arched  gold  or  silk 
embroidered  turban,  the  outdoor  dress  of  the  Khojdh  is  so  similar  to 
that  of  the  modem  P&rsi  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  distinguish  a 
Khojiih  from  a Pdrsi.  Except  that  it  is  made  of  cheaper  materials,  the 
dress  of  a middle  class  Khojah  does  not  differ  from  that  of  his  rich 
fellow-tribesman.  As  has  been  observed  the  indoor  dress  of  a middle 
class  or  rich  Khojah  is  the  outdoor  dress  of  the  poor  Khojdh,  It  is 
also  made  of  poorer  materials* 

The  wardrobe  of  Rhojdh  women  is  costly  being  made  mostly 
of  light  coloured  silka  with  silk  or  gold  embroidery,  A great  part 
of  a Khojdh  married  woman's  wardrobe  ie  a gift  to  her  from  her 
parents  at  the  time  of  her  marriage  and  if  carefully  kept  the 
enduring  materials  of  which  it  is  composed  last  ten  to  twenty  years. 
The  indoor  dress  of  a rich  Khojah  woman  consists  of  a plain  or 
embroidered  scarf  pachedi,  a goldbordered  or  plain  silk  or  brocade 
kancheri  or  bodice  tightly  laced  at  the  back,  a loose  gown-like  silk 
shirt  or  perahan  reaching  to  the  knees,  and  a pair  of  loose  silk  trousers 
izars*  Out  of  doors  she  puts  on  a waistcoat  (without  sleeves  or  a polka 
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with  sleeves)  a pair  of  stockings  and  slippers  or  English  shoes.  The 
dress  of  the  children  is  like  that  of  their  parents  except-  that  uutil 
she  reaches  mature  age,  the  KhojAh  girl  like  the  Parsi  girl  wears  an 
embroidered  skullcap.  The  dress  of  middle  class  and  poor  KhojAh 
women  though  of  less  costly  materials  is  the  same  as  that  of  the  rich 
women.1 

Some  Kachh  Katki^vada  and  north  Gujarat  Khojah  men  wear 
earrings  in  the  lobes  of  the  cars  and  jewelled  studs  in  the  ear  cartilage. 
The  practice  is  every  day  becoming  less  common.  The  other  orna- 
ments worn  by  KUoj&h  men  are  rings  and  watch  chains.  The  ornaments 
worn  by  the  women  though  differing  in  name  and  slightly  in  some 
cases  in  appearance  are  the  same  as  those  worn  by  Sunni  women. 

The  Khojah  enjoys  a good  business  reputation.  A P&rsi  would 
rather  trust  a Khojah  than  a Me  in  an,  A keen  jealous  spirit  o£ 
competition  is  the  chief  trait  in  the  Khojah  character.  The  Khojah 
is  a good  hater  Vcdmen  Khoja , Duhhmen  sqjo : For  hate  a Khojah, 
for  pain  a boiL  The  Khojah  expresses  his  contempt  for  an  upstart 
rival  bv  the  term  Tre  $m#jyo  A three-twenty-fiver  that  is  a man  who 
fancies  himself  wealthy  -because  he  owns  three  times  twenty-five  rupees. 
Though  called  Tundas  that  is  beliefless  epicures  the  Khojdhs  have  a 
great  regal'd  for  their  religion  the  tenets  o£  which  they  observe  faith- 
fully,- They  arc  neat,  clean,  sober,  thrifty,  ambitious,  and  in  trade 
enterprising  and  cool  and  resourceful.  They  are  great  travellers 
by  land  and  sea  visiting  and  settling  in  distant  countries  for  purposes  of 
trade.  They  have  busily  connections  with  the  Panj&b,  Sindh,  Calcutta, 
Ceylon,  Burma,  Singdpur,  China,  and  Japan;'  with  ports  of  the 
Persian  Gulf  Arabia  and  East  Africa,  and  with  England  America  and 
Australia,  Khojah  boys  go  as  apprentices  in  foreign  Khojfih  firms  on 
salaries  of  RS,  200  to  JRs,  20U0  a year  with  board  and  lodciner 

Ou  their  first  settlement  in  the  towns  of  Gujarat  the  Khojahs  were 
pa  relied  -g  rai  n se  1 1 ere , fuel  -sc  Hers,  o!  d -emb  roid ery  nie  n (z  ar  ip  nr  an  d $)  , 
and  bricklayers.  They  now  enjoy  assured  and  powerful  positions  in 
the  ivory,  horn,  cotton,  hide,  mother-of-pearl,  grain,  spice,  fishmaw, 
shark-fin,  cotton,  seed,  furn  ture*  opium,  and  silk  trades.  They  have 
also  gained  high  places  in  the  learned  professions  as  doctors  engineers  and 
lawyers*  A Khojah  has  lately  (a/d,  1897)  been  elected  a member  of 
the-  Viceroy's  Legislative  Council, 

Khojahs  have  many  observances  and  customs  differing  from 
those  of  regular  Jlusalmfins*  The  ohhaiti  or  sixth  dav  ceremony  after 
birth  differs  from  that  performed  by  regular  Gujar&fc  Muaalmfins. 
Near  the  bed  of  the  mother  is  placed  a bdjot  or  wooden  stool  on  which 
after  the  child  anti  mother  have  been  bathed  and  dressed,  on  the 
evening  of  the  sixth  day  are  placed  a reedpen  an  inkstand  a blank 


iThe  chief  difference  is  tlint  none  but  the  rich  wear  cither  the  Idkit  that  U locket 
round  the  nock,  n fashion  adopted  by  Khojuli  women  from  P*trai  women,  or  the  Iiodi 
Luskar,  a If  old  or  silver  knob  set  in  a capacious  hole  Iu  the  lobe  of  the  car,  which  the 
rich  aud  middle  class  arc  gradually  giving  up. 

* Mr.  H&eh&mbhii  Ndr  Muhammad  of  Bombay, 
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book  a knife  and  a garland  of  flowers.  Tlie  pen  ink  and  paper 
are  intended  for  the  Goddess  of  Fortune  who  is  believed  to  write  the 
destiny  of  the  newborn  child*  A chauwnkk  four-sided  butter- fed 
dough-lamp  is  also  placed  on  the  stool  and  lighted  and  close  to  the  lamp  is 
set  a box  of  Chinese  crackers.  As  each  of  the  female  relatives  of  the 
family  comes  in  eh©  strews  a little  rice  near  the  stool,  lays  on  the 
ground  her  present  of  gold  or  silver  wristlets  and  anklets  for  the  child 
and  bending  over  the  mother  and  her  newborn  babe  takes  their  baldyeit 
or  ills  upon  herself  by  passing  her  hands  over  them  and  crackling 
her  Anger- joints  against  her  tepiples.  The  little  one  is  then  laid  on 
the  ground  on  the  strewn  rice  and  the  mother  rises  and  worships  the 
child  by  bowing  towards  it  and  to  the  chuumukh  or  four-faced  lamp 
on  the  stool.  Crackers  are  then  let  off  and  the  child  is  laid  in  its 
mother's  lap* 

The  Khojah  marriage  keeps  a relic  of  the  marriage  by  purchase 
which  they  believe  once  obtained  among  them.  Three  or  four  days 
before  the  marriage  the  father  or  male  guardian  of  the  marrying  pair 
meet  one  evening  at  the  Jam  a At  Khamth  or  assembly  lodge  with  their 
friends  and  relatives  and  the  Mukhi  or  other  Jamd-at  officer.  The 
officer  registers  the  names  of  the  bride  aud  bridegroom  in  a register  kept 
under  the  order  of  His  Highness  the  Agha  Kh&n.  The  father  of  the 
bridegroom  gives  Es.  to  the  father  of  the  bride.  The  sum  is  received 
by  the  girl's  father  and  hamlcd  to  the  Jama-at  officer  as  the  marriage 
contribution  to  the  funds.  The  bridegroom's  friends  place  before  the 
Jama-fit  officer  a copper  or  brass  tray  containing  from  five  to  ten  sers  of 
sugar.  The  Jamfi-at  officer,  after  repeating  the  hallowed  names  of  the 
Five  or  Panj-tan  that  is  Muhammad t Ali,  Fatimah,  Hasan,  ami  l lu&ein 
declares  : I do  hereby  begin  the  wedding  of  Melir  All,  son  of  ICamm  Ali,  with 
Bffbklh,  the  fourth  daughter  of  Padamsi  Fdnja,  to  wed  as  did  wed  Ftftimah,  the 
brightfaced  lady  daughter  of  our  Lord  and  Prophet  Muhammad  (on  whom  bo  peace  ! 1 
with  the  lord  and  the  leader,  the  receiver  of  the  testament  of  tlio  Chosen  and  Pure, 
the  lord  Alir  the  son  of  Abu  Tilth.  The  sugar  tv  ay  is  then  placed  before 
the  bride's  father  who  in  token  of  ratifying  the  compact  tastes  a pinch 
of  the  sugar  which  is  then  distributed  among  those  present.  This  is 
the  verbal  compact. 

On  the  morning  of  the  next  day  the  written  agreement  is  prepared . 
A thick  parchment-like  sheet  of  blank  paper  is  taken  together  with 
trays  full  of  dried  fruit  and  sugar  to  the  bride*  e house  by  the  bride- 
groom’s  father  and  his  friends  accompanied  by  the  Jamfi-fit  officers. 
The  Jama-fit  scribe  begins  the  writing  with  the  names  of  the  live  holy 
persons  atul  the  names  of  the  four  archangels  in  the  four  corners* 
Then  are  entered  the  names  of  the  contracting  parties  with  those  of  their 
fathers  and  grandfathers,  the  amount  of  the  marriage  portion,  the 
names  of  the  chief  Jama-at  officers  of  the  day,  and  the  dates  on  which 
the  chief  marriage  ceremonies  are  to  lie  performed.  Saffron  water  is 
sprinkled  over  the  sheet  of  paper,  which,  together  with  the  sugar  and 
dried  fruit,  is  laid  before  the  bridegroom* s father.  The  bridegroom's 
father  lays  the  sheet  on  the  ground  and  on  it  places  an  iron  nail  and 
four  betclnuts  aud  throws  some  rice  over  it*  Then  folding  it  lie  wraps 
it  and  the  betclnuts  in  an  unused  silk  or  cotton  handkerchief  and  takes 
it  away.  Except  that  iu  Bombay  the  Nik&h  ceremony  is  performed 
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by  His  Highness  the  Aghd.  Khan  himself  and  outside  Bombay  by  his 
officers  the  ceremonies  that  follow  possess  no  notewox^thy  peculiarity. 

A remarkable  feature  at  a Khojdh’s  death  is  the  samarchkantd  or 
Iloly  Drop.  The  Jama-at  officer  or  the  Mukhi  asks  the  dying  Khojdh 
if  he  wishes  the  sacred  drop  savxarchhatita.  If  the  dying  person 
agrees  he  or  she  bequeaths  Ks.  5 to  Be.  500  or  any  larger  amount 
to  the  Khojdh  Jamd-at.  A Sindhi-knowing  Khojdh  is  then  called  in 
to  read  the  Book  of  the  Ten  Incarnations  Das- Avatar;  A Jamd-it 
officer  dilutes  a cake  of  Karbald  clay  in  water,  and,  to  save  the 
departing  soul  from  the  temptation  of  the  Archfiend  who  is  believed 
to  be  present  offering  a cup  of  false  nectar,  moistens  the  lips  and 
sprinkles  the  rest  of  the  water  on  the  face  the  neck  and  the  chest  of 
the  dying  Khojdh.  The  touch  of  the  Holy  Drop  is  believed  to  relieve 
the  death  agony  as  completely  as  among  the  Sunnis  does  the  recital  at 
a death-bed  of  the  chapter  of  the  Kuradn  known  as  the  Siirah-i-Yd-sin. 
If  the  dead  is  old  and  grayhaired  the  hair  after  death  is  dyed  with 
henna.  A garland  of  cak-'s  of  Karbala  clay  is  tied  round  the  neck 
of  the  corpse.  If  the  body  is  to  be  buried  locally  two  small  circular 
patches  of  silk  cloth  cut  from  the  covering  of  Husain’s  tomb, 
called  chas Amahs  or  spectacles,  are  laid  over  the  eyes.  If  the 
body  is  to  be  buried  in  the  sacred  soil  of  Karbald  the  viscera  are 
removed  liefore  the  body  is  bathed,  the  hollow  is  filled  with  camphor 
and  the  incision  carefully  sewn.1  After  it  is  bathed  and  shrouded,  the 
body  is  laid  in  a bier  and  taken  to  a mosque  and  the  prayers  for  the 
dead  arc  repeated  over  it.  It  is  then  placed  in  an  air-tight  tin-lined 
coffin  which  is  afterwards  enveloped  in  tarred  canvas.  As  long  as  the 
coffin  lies  at  a mosque  awaiting  shipment  the  services  of  aShidh  Mulldh 
arc  engaged  at  Rs.  5 to  Rs.  50  to  keep  on  reading  the  Kuradn  over  the 
body.  The  coffins  of  dead  Khojdhs  arc  carried  by  the  Persian  Steam 
Navigation  Company’s  steamers  and  transhipped  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Euphrates  into  smaller  river-steamers  and  by  them  are  landed  at 
Baghddd  ten  or  twelve  days  after  leaving  Bombay.  At  Baghddd  pro- 
fessional coffin-carriers  take  charge  of  them  and  carry  the  coffins  by  mule 
or  camel  to  Karbald.  The  steamer  freights  vary  fromRs.  200  to  Re.  400  • 
the  Baghddd  camebnen  charge  no  less  than  Rs.  20  to  Rs.  40  for  each 
coffin ; and  the  final  interment  charges  at  Karbald  are  heavy  ranging 
from  Rs.  100  for  the  deposit  of  the  coffin  in  the  vaults  (Sarddb)  below 
Husain’s  shrine  to  Rs.  2000  to  Rs.  5000  for  a grave  on  the  Karbald 
side. 

The  religion  of  the  Khojdhs  is  Sliiah  Isntdllidism.  To  the  simple 
Sunni  Kahmak  or  profession  of  faith  “ There  is  no  God  but  Alldh 
and  Muhammad  is  His  Prophet"  the  Shiah  adds  “and  Ali  the 


JJfs  is  doubtful,  home  say  the  Shiih  in  common  with  orthodox  sections  believe 
that  it  is  sacrilege  amounting  to  a mutilation  of  the  defunct  to  even  handle  the  body 
roughly  after  death,  they  say  that  the  viscera  arc  not  removed,  but  that  a stout 
cotton  ribbon  about  two  inches  m breadth  is  wound  tightly  and  closely  round  the 
body  or  the  corpse  beginning  from  the  toes  and  ending  at  the  throat.  After  the  body 
is  deposited  in  the  coffin  the  remaining  space  in  Ihe  coffin  is  filled  with  finely  pounded 
henna  powder.  The  powdered  henna  absorbs  aU  the  moisture  which  the  body  exude* 
and  prevent*  smell. 
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companion  of  Muhammad  ie  the  V icar  of  God/1  The  elevation  of  Ali 
to  an  almost  equal  place  with  the  Prophet  is  the  distinctive  tenet  of  the 
Shifihs*1  The  whole  religious  life  of  the  Shi&h  is  steeped  in  a current 
of  thoughts  beliefs  traditions  and  observances  having  their  source  in 
Ali,  the  Lady  FAtimah,  and  their  two  sons  Hasan  and  Husain,  four 
venerated  names  which  with  that  of  the  apostle  of  God  compose  the 
Pentad  or  Panj-tan  of  the  holy  family  of  Isldm*  To  revere  Ali  as 
the  Vicar?  still  more  as  the  incarnation  of  AlMh,  to  go  on  pilgrimage 
to  Shah  Najaf  the  supposed  place  of  Al/a  martyrdom  1 20  miles  south- 
west of  Baghdad,  and  at  Kar  1:41a  to  bow  the  forehead  on  moulds  of 
Karbala  clay  and  to  drink  the  holy  clay  dissolved  in  water  are  practices 
as  meritorious  in  the  eyes  of  the  Shiah  as  they  are  forbidden  in  the 
estimation  of  the  Sunni.  The  Sunni  prays  with  folded  arms  live  times, 
the  Shiah  with  his  arms  straight  by  his  side  three  times  a day*  The 
Shi&Ii  venerates  Alt  and  Fdtimah  and  execrates  the  memory  of  the 
first  three  KlmHfahs*  The  Surnil  reverences  the  first  three  Khalifahs 
equally  with  Ali  and  the  Lady  Fattmah.  The  Shifth  laws  of  marriage 
divorce  and  inheritance,  though  drawn  from  the  same  lource,  are 
completely  opposed  to  the  Sunni  laws*  The  Khojahs,  like  the  Memaas, 
follow  the  Hindu  law  of  inheritance*9 

The  Sunni  considers  it  his  duty,  if  he  can  afford  it,  to  make  a 
pilgrimage  to  Makkah  and  Madinah.  With  the  Shiah  it  is  an  act  of 
merit  if  he  has  visited  the  shrines  of  Ali  and  Husain/ 

The  IsmSilia  Shiahs  arc  divided  into  two  classes,  the  Isna-asharis 
or  Twelvers  who  believe  in  the  twelve  Imams,  the  descendants  of  Ali, 
To  this  branch  of  the  Shiah  faith  belong  the  regular  classes  of 
the  Persian  and  Indian  Shidhs,  The  other  branch  is  that  of  the 
Seveners  or  Sdhivns  who  are  called  Ismdilians  because  they  reckon  seven 
Imams  and  make  Ismri.il,  the  son  of  Muhammad,  the  son  of  Jaafar  SAdik, 
the  last  of  the  revealed  Iin&ms,  The  difference  between  the  Twelvers 
and  the  Seveners  starts  from  the  seventh  Imdm,  The  power  of  the 
Seveners  originated  with  the  dynasty  of  the  Phtimis  in  Egypt 
(aj>.  910  - 1171)  founded  by  Obeidullah  (a.d*  910)  who  through 
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1 Etymologically  Shifth  mean*  separatist  whwh  is  probably  the  correct  derivation* 

The  term  was  originally  applied  to  those  pure-blooded  members  of  All’s  family  who 
fell  early  victims  to  the  hostility  of  the  Sunni  Umayftyd  Khali  f Ah  a of  Damascus 
(a.  ik  661  -746).  Sir  Joseph  A mould  in  the  Great  Khojfth  Case  of  IPGS, 

? During  the  absencoTTf"  Hia  Highness  the  Agbft  in  Calcutta  in  a.b,  1S4G-47  and  1848 
litigation  was  carried  on  ami  concluded  which  again  divided  thp  Khojftho  of  Bombay 
iofcu  two  hostile  parties.  It  wns  the  well* known  case  ns  to  the  rights  of  female 
inheritance  among  the  Khojftba,  called  frarjun  Mir- All's  ease,  in  which  r Erak'me 
Perry  in  i.p,  1847  pronounced  a learned  judgment*  founded  on  the  evidence  of 
caste-usage  and  custom*  against  tire  rights  of  K hoi  Ah  females  to  inherit  according  to 
the  rules  of  Muhammadan  law.  The  Great  Kliojin  Case  of  1866. 

a Sir  Joseph  A mould,  on  whose  judgment  in  the  great  Khojftli  ease  of  a*o,  18Gfi 
much  of  the  above  contrast  is  based,  thus  sums  the  differences ; In  a word,  agreeing 
in  reverencing  Mnluttuutad  ns  the  Prophet  and  the  Kurnftn  as  the  word  of  Allfth,  the 
Sunnis  atiil  Shifths  agree  in  little  else  except  in  hating  each  other  with  the  bitterest 
hatred.  (The  Great  Khojfth  Case,)  The  Shi;th  calls  the  Sunni  a Xditibi  and  a Khdriji, 

* usurper  and  an  outgoor.  Tho  Sunni  retorts  by  culling  the  Shiah  a Rdk-i  or  rejecter. 

Sir  llUs hard  Burton  (ilf  Dailuh  \va  LaiJah,  TV.  44  note  I)  says : The  Shtftha  have  no 
ground  to  feel  offended  at  the  word  Rftlissi  being  applied  to  them  as  the  name  was 
taken  from  their  owr  saying  In nu  vafudhna  ham  Verily  wohrve  rejected  or  renounced 
*hem,  that  is  the  drat  three  Khali  f ft  lis# 
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Muhammad  Habib,  the  son  of  Ja&far  Husaddik,  who  claimed  descent 
from  Iemfiil,  the  seventh  and  according  to  the  Ismiiilias  the  last  of 
the  revealed  Im&ms,  Muhammad,  the  son  of  Ismail  and  his  son  Jaafar 
Musaddik  and  his  eon  Muhammad  Habib  are  called  by  the  IsmdiliAs 
their  Md&tum  or  Concealed  Imams  in  contradistinction  to  Obeidullah 
the  asserter  of  the  rights  of  the  family  of  Ism&il  to  the  Khil&phat,  a 
Revealed  Imam.  On  the  establishment  of  tho  Fatimite  dynasty  in 
Africa  (A, d,  910)  the  Ismdilia  doctrines  were  first  publicly  taught  at 
M&hdi&j  a city  founded  by  ObeidullAh  afterwards  surnamed  A1  Mahdi, 
and  after  the  conquest  of  Egypt,  by  the  fourth  FAfcimito  A1  Mu izz 
(a. d.  953  - 975)  at  Cairo.  Towards  the  close  of  the  eleventh  century 
(a,b.  1072-1092)  the  power  of  the  Ismdilids  was  established  at  Alamiit 
in  Persia  by  Hasan  Sahib.  The  doctrines  of  the  IsmtiilUs  of  Persia 
remained  without  change  till  the  year  a.d.  1163  when 'the  fourth 
successor  of  Hasan  Sabdh,  Ala^zikri-hia-saldm,  abrogated  th®  rule  of 
secrecy  and  promulgated  his  doctrines  and  transferred  the  Imamate 
from  the  F&timite  to  himself.1  From  AMzikridtts-salim  the  Khojriha 
derive  the  succession  and  descent  of  their  present  Im£in  Agha  Snltdn 
Mohammad  ShiSh.  In  order  to  present  the  Ism&ilia  faith  in  inviting 
form  to  the  Shakti- worshipping  Lohanas  the  first  Ism&ilia  missionaries 
made  -some  modification  in  its  doctrines.  The  Mahdi  or  unrevealed 
Im£m  of  Alamdt  was  preached  to  tho  Shaktipanthib  as  their  looked-for 
tenth  incarnation  the  Niklanki  or  Stainless  Avatar.  The  five  Panel avas 
were  the  first  fi  ve  famous  Ismailia  pontiffs, , The  first  Ism&ilia  missionary 
Nur  Satgur  (a.d.  1163)  was  the  incarnation  of  Brahma  that  appeared 
on  earth  next  after  Buddha,  Among  the  M&t&panthis  each  of  the  four 
Yugas  or  epochs  lias  its  preacher  or  bhakta.  To  the  first  epoch  is  assign- 
ed as  bhakta  Pralh&dha,  to  the  second  Harischandra,  and  to  the  third 
Yudishthira . Instead  of  the  fourth  Balibhadra,  Pir  Sadr-ud-din  the 
third  Khoidfunissionary  added  his  own  name.  The  four  sacrifices®  of  the 
four /fly  as  were  confirmed  as  were  also  confirmed  the  Ghat  Pat  A- Mantra 
or  prayer  and  ritual  of  the  §haktipanthis.  Instead  of  Shakfcipanth 
Sadr-ud-dm  adopted  the  name  of  Satpanth  or  True  Doctrine  for  his 
new  faith,  The  K ho jalm  repeat  the  hymns  of  Sa-dr-ud-dfn  with  great 
devotion  and  never  name  him  but  witn  extreme  reverence.  The  forms 
of  Khoj&h  prayer  and  ritual  are  laid  down  in  the  Book  of  PandyMi 
Jaw  An  Mardi  by  Agha  Ahdus  SaMra  SMh  one  of  the  Khojah  Imdms, 
The  book  is  translated  into  old  Hindu  Sindhi,  Before  the  tune  of  Pir 
Dadu  (about  a.d.  1550)  the  form  of  worship  prescribed  to  the  Kliojdhs 
was  daily  attend  a nee  at  the  thdnah  or  prayer- lodge  and  the  repetition 
on  a rosary  of  99  or  101  beads  the  names  Piv-tShdh  or  Shah  l&r* 
Pir  D&du  ordered  his  followers  to  pray  three  times  a day  like  the 
Shiahs  repeating  the  above  words  in  their  prayer  and  also  repeating  the 
names  of  all  the  Imams  down  to  the  present  Imdm.  The  KhojAh  prays 
sitting  mentally  addressing  his  prayers  to  the  Imam  for  the  time.  He 
also  makes  prostrations  at  stated  intervals.  The  newmoon,  Muharram, 


1 Von  TTanmer**  Assassins,  20  - 309, 

5 The  Il&liriUsfoft,  the  first  Yuga  sacrifice  being  the  eleuli&ut,  the  second  the  norse, 
the  third  the  eow,  the  fourth  the  goat  Khoj&h  Vart&ut,  19,1. 

1 literally  King,  allegorically  means  God  and  Pir  me  Prophet*  Xfcojih 

YraUut,  239-40- 
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and  Ramazdn  prayers  are  repeated  in  the  Jamd-ftt  Khdnak  with  the 
Pir  as  Leader.  While  the  prayer  reciters  are  assembling  a man 
stands  at  the  chief  entrance  to  the  Jam&-at  Kh&nah.  He  demands  the 
Khojdh  shibboleth  or  watchword  of  every  person  seeking  admission. 
The  newcomer  says  : Hai  Zindah  Oh  thou  living  one,  and  the 

Janitor  answers  Kdydmpdya  I have  found  him  alive  and  true.1  The 
Khoj&h's  three  daily  prayers  are : Morning  prayer  8ubo-ji  nimdz 
between  4 and  5 a.m.  ; evening  prayer  Maghrib  or  Samanji  nimdz  at 
dusk;  and  night  prayer  Isdji  nimdz  between  8 and  9 p.m.  generally 
at  home.  Next  to  prayer  the  most  important  act  of  devotion  is  the 
counting  of  the  names  of  the  pir s on  a rosarv  of  101  beads  made  of 
Karb&la  clay.  Third  in  importance  is  the  Khojah  sacrament  the  Ghat 
path  or  Heart- prayer.  Except  on  holidays  Saturdays  and  Mondays, 
when  in  Bombay  the  Im&m  presides,  the  sacrament  is  held  after  the 
morning  prayers  at  the  chief  Jamn-at  Khauah  by  the  Jamd-at  oilicers. 
Karbdla  clay  is  dissolved  in  a large  bowl  of  water,  and  as  each  of  the 
congregation  rises  to  leave  the  lodge  he  goes  to  the  person  presiding 
lays  before  him  from  2 annas  to  2 rupees  and  kisses  his  hand.  He 
receives  a small  cup  of  the  sacramental  water  which  ho  drinks  and 
retires. 

Besides  the  Dossondh  or  tithe  and  the  Pttondh , a smaller  contribu- 
tion, the  Khojah  has  to  pay  his  Imam  about  sixteen  minor  contribu- 
tions varying  from  £-5  annas  to  Its.  1000.2  These  he  pays  as  the 
zakdt  or  purification  ordered  by  the  Kurd  an.  Besides  these  when 
pressed  for  money  the  Iimtm  sends  round  the  jhoii  or  wallet 
demanding  an  extraordinary  levy  of  the  tenth  or  fifth  part  of  the 
whole  of  a Khoj&h's  possessions.  This  is  called  the  Balckas  a 
corruption  of  bakhshish  or  voluntary  gift.  Though  it  once  caused 
the  defection  of  a large  number  from  the  community  the  Khojalis  have 
more  than  once  cheerfully  paid  the  Bakkas.  The  date  of  its  last  pay- 
ment was  a.d,  183‘J-*10.S  The  Dussondh  is  levied  on  eaoh  newmoon 
day  of  every  month,  each  Khojdh  dropping  into  a cloth  bag  kept  in 
the  Jama-at  Khanah  for  the  purpose  as  much  as  he  is  inclined i;o  pay 
generally  the  tenth  part  of  his  monthly  earnings.  The  Kang  a .is  the 
contribution  due  for  the  initiation  of  a Khojah  child.  It  is  paid  by  the 
parents  at  any  time  after  the  child  has  reached  the  age  of  four  to 
twelve.  This  is  the  Kliojah  substitute  for  the  DismiUah  ceremony  of 
the  Regular  Musalmans. 

Besides  the  Ramazan  and  the  Bakr  I (it,  two  holidays  which  they 
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1 It  is  Haiti  that  Pir  Kablr-ud-din,  the  fourth  IsiuAilia  missionary  (A.D,  1448)  in  one 
of  hia  visits  to  the  Itnim  at  Deilam,  was  addressed  by  tho  Imrfiu  as  Hai  zindah! 
Oh  living  one.  In  reply  the  Pir  said  Kdydmpdya  I have  found  him  alive  (meaning 
himself).  These  words  repeated  in  a Khojrih’s  devotions  possess  a merit  equal  to  the 
gift  of  a horse  in  charity.  Khojah  Vratdnt,  212. 

•The  Khoj&h  Vartan t at  page  2-44  gives  the  names  of  some  of  tho  chief  dues  as  : 
1 Sarnhur,  2 Lekho , 3 Chokho,  4 Chop  do , 5 Samar -chhdntO)  0 Atamu-pcirnii , 
7 Chdndr&nd-yirdnu,  8 JJha’Li -bJtuki , 0 Darya  Dak  ax,  10  ChJi  n’t  I-  m u nd  u , 1 1 Oht  1/iU, 
12  Phixla-phodi,  13  /if  ttld-aal u'rn aii,  14  Mo/iur,  1 5 Sadamajt y lfl  Kongo.  The  Dassondh 
and  Pttondh  though  1 ,rge  dues  arc  not  regularly  paid.  Many  Khojahs  do  not  i»ay 
them  at  all.  Mr.  H4shimbhAi  Ndr  Muhammad. 

*Sir  Joseph  A mould's  Judgment  in  tho  Great  Khojdli  Case  of  1880  page  11. 

B 520 — 7 


realpatidar.com 


Link:  http://www.realpatidar.com/library 
email:  mail@realpatidar.com 


Page  25  of  38 


1899  -Muslim  & Parsi  of  Gujarat  -Gazetteer  of  Bombay  Presidency  [108]  -Select  Pages  Only 


realpatidar.com 

50 


GUJARAT  POPULATION. 


[Bombay 


Chapter  II. 
Subdivisions- 

Hindu 

Converts. 

Traders. 

Memans. 


Htitory. 


enjoy  jointly  with  other  Musalmdns,  the  Khojfths  observe  nine  other 
yearly  holidays.1 

Memans,  properly  Mu&mins  or  Believers,  include  five  divisions  of 
Kachhis  from  Sindh  and  Kachh,  Huldris  from  Hdldr  in  north-east 
Kdthidvd^a,  Dhokas  belonging  to  Dholka  in  Ahmeddbdd,  Dhor&ji 
Bhdvnagris  from  Bhdvnagar  in  south-east  Kdthi^vdda,  and  VerAvddas 
from  Veraval  in  south  K.ithiavdda.  Their  descent’  from  converts  of 
two  distinct  Hindu- Sindh  and  Kachh  castes,  the  trading  Lohdnas  and 
the  market  gardening  Kdchhids  of  Kdthidvdda,  is'  perpetuated  by  the 
two  main  divisions  of  Kachhis  and  Hdldis,  from  the  latter  of  which 
the  Dhokas  Bhdvnagris  and  Yerdvddas  are  offshoots. 

Mauldna  Abdul  Kddir  Muhi-yud-din  Gilani  the  Saint  of  Saints 
died  at  Baghdad  in  a.d.  1165  (h.  561).  On  his  death-bed  he  ordered 
one  of  his  sons  Tdj-ud-dln  to  settle  in  India  and  display  to  its  people 
the  light  of  Isldm.®  In  a.d.  1421  (11  838)  Sayad  Eusuf-ud-din  Kddiri, 
fifth  in  descent  from  Tdj-ud-din,  was  in  a miraculous  dream  ordered  to 
set  sail  for  Sindh  and  guide  its  people  into  the  right  way  of  Islam. 
When  Sayad  Eusuf-ud-din  reached  Sindh,  its  capital  was  Nagar-Thatha 
and  its  ruler  was  a chief  of  the  Samma  dynasty  (a.d.  1351-1521) 
with  the  title  of  Markab  Khiin3  (probably  Jam  Rtli  D.ln  [a.d.  1454]  ) 
who  received  Sayad  Eusuf-ud-din  with  honour  and  entertained  him  as 
hi6  guest.  At  this  time  Mdnekji,  the  head  of  the  eighty-four  nukha 
or  divisions  of  the  Lohana  community*  was  in  favour  at  the  court  of 


1 The  details  arc  ; 

Katl  Assassination  of  the  Irndui  AU  

Lailat~til~Kadr  Night  of  prc-ortlain meat  of  Destinies 

I'd-i-Ghadir  ...  ...  • 

Athurah  ...  ...  . 

Chihillum  ...  ...  ...  ...  m 

Katl  i (Assassination  of)  Im&m  Hasan  ... 

1 'd-\- Matt  lad  Huscin’s  Birthday 


...  21st  Ramazhn. 

.M  23rd  ditto. 

...  18th  Zir  Hajjah. 

...  0th  and  ]0th  Mnharram. 
...  21st  of  Solar. 

...  29th  ditto. 

17th  of  the  1st  Rabi. 


The  Wauruz  or  Venial  Equinox  kept  according  to  the  Pfirsi 

emulation  ...  21st  March# 

Birthday  of  Ills  Highness  Agha  Kh4n Fttlgun  Sud  5th,  25th  Mar. 

5 From  an  Urdu  treatise  named  Nuzhat-ul-AkhbAr  by  Sayad  Ainfr-ud-dln  Nuihat 
wntten  under  the  patronage  of  the  Meraan  spiritual  guide  Pfr  Buzurg  AH  of  Mundra 
in  Kachh  m a.d,  1873  (u.  1290),  This  account,  though  unreliable  as  to  dates, 
is  said  to  be  derived  from  three  resectable  sources : First  the  pedigree  of  tho 
Holy  sayad  Buzurg  AIL  Second,  sanads  or  patents  of  the  headship  of  the  community 
conferred  on  Mauekji  the  first  Loli&na  convert  to  IslAm  in  the  possession  of  Seth 
oahebna  of  Bhuj,  MifnekjPs  descendant  in  Bombay.  Third,  sanads  or  patents  in  the 
possession  of  J oshi  Bhojrfji,  a descendant  of  Joshi  HansrAj,  son  of  ttam&ni,  the  casto 
Pr't*sy  the  ^ohdnas  at  the  time  of  their  conversion. 

3 1 arishtah  ( Persian  Text,  II.  GI5-G20)  iu  his  notice  of  tho  Sammas  of  Sindh  does  not 
mention  any  individual  of  the  name  of  Aiarknb  Khun  as  having  ruled  over  Sindh  The 
14rfkh-i-MaAsumi,  a.d.  1000  (Elliot,  I.  231)  mentions  a fakir  who  was  a man  of 
judgment  and  was  considered  a saint  at  That  ha,  as  in  the  habit  of  visiting  the  Samma 
ruler  Jam  Dan  (a.d.  1454)  and  as  much  respected  and  favoured  by  that  monarch. 
The  nearness  of  this  date  (A.D.  14*21)  given  to  h^ayad  Eiisuf-ud-dfu  with  the  date 
(A.D.  H54)  of  Jam  lbti  Dan  favours  the  supposition  that  by  Markab  Khdn  tho  author 


- StlltpOS 

of  the  treatise  meant  JAin  liftf  Drtn  himself. 


4 According  to  the  Memans  the  name  Lohtfna  is  from  Lohiupur  in  Multin.  This 
derivation  is  probably  correct.  The  KhojAh*  (Above  page  39)  say  LohAna fsfrom  Lalum- 
pdh,  probably  LAhore,  but  the  KhojAhs  are  sadly  confused.  A(  ’ording  to  Amir-uddin 
(page  13)  in  A.d,  1400  the  LohAuas  were  known  in  Sindh  as  Motas.  The  names  of  sixty  of 
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Markab  Kkdn.  Markab  KHn  became  a follower  of  the  Sayad  and 
MAnekji  with  two  of  his  three  sons  and  700  Loh&na  families  followed  thei- 
rn)erJs  example.  Of  the  two  sons  of  MAnekji  who  became  converts  Ravji 
was  ealled  Ahmed  and  Ravji’s  sous  Sundarji  and  Hansritj  were  named 
Adam  and  Taj  Muhammad.  On  their  conversion  the  saint  changed 
the  name  of  the  community  from  Mota  and  Lohdna  to  Mudmin 
or  Believers,  and,  investing  Adam  with  a dress  of  honour,  appointed 
him  hereditary  head  of  the  new  community  with  his  seat  at  WAra 
near  Thatlia.  The  Hindu  relatives  of  the  converted  Lohdnas  called 
on  their  spiritual  guides  to  pray  to  Darya  Pir  the  Indus  spirit  to 
remove  the  saint.1  The  Indus  spirit  heard  their  prayer.  The  saint 
refused  a,  grant  of  land  and  after  receiving  his  followers’  assurance 
that  they  would  continue  to  support  his  descendants  as  their  religious 
heads  Eusuf-ud-din  retired  by  sea  to  Irak.  Before  leaving  he  blessed 
his  people,  a blessing  to  which  the  Memans  trace  their  fruitfulness 
and  their  success  in  trade.  Pir  Buzurg  Ali  KAdiri  of  Mundra  in 
south  Kachh  who  died  nearly  two  years  ago  (a.d.  1896)  was  eighteenth 
in  descent  from  Sayad  Eusuf-ud-dra.  The  present  (a.d.  1898)  Pir  is  his 
son  Sayad  Jaafar  ShJth  who  lives  partly  in  Bombay  and  partly  in  Mundra. 
According  to  this  account  at  the  invitation  of  the  Jadeja  RAo  KhengAr 
(a.d,  1548  -1584),  under  Kannawa  a descendant  of  Adam  Seth,  the 
Memans  moved  from  Thatha  to  Bhiij  ; and,  under  the  favour  of  RAo 
Khengav  who  honoured  Kannawa  with  the  title  of  Seth,  founded  the 
Meman  ward,  of  that  city.  At  an  uncertain  date  the  Lohdna  or  Kachhi 
Memans  passed  from  Kachh  south  through  KAthiAvAda  to  GujarAt. 
They  are  said  to  have  been  strong  and  wealthy  in  Surat  during  the 
poriod  of  its  prosperity  (a,d.  1589  - 1080),  As  Surat  sank  the  Kachhi 
Memans  moved  to  Bombay,  the  settlement  receiving  a large  increase  in 
consequence  of  the  sufferings  caused  in  north  Gujarat  and  Kachh  by  the 
a.d.  1818  famine.  As  KAthiAvAda  did  not  suffer  less  than  Kachh  from 
the  famine  of  a.d.  1818,  many  KAthiAvAda  Memans  from  Hdlar  and 
Bhavnagar  migrated  to  different  parts  of  GujarAt,  chiefly  to  the  north 
GujarAt  states  and  Ahmedabad  aud  also  to  Surat  and  Bombay.  Besides 
what  may  1*3  considered  their  homes  in  Kachh  and  KAthiAvAda  the 
Memans  are  scattered  over  the  cities  of  north  and  south  Gujarat.  Beyond 
Gujarat  Memans  both  of  the  HalAr  and  of  the  Kachhi  classes  are  found 
in  Bomtiay  1 liana  bfAsik  and  KhAndesh.  Beyond  the  Prosideney 
Memans,  almost  entirely  of  the  Kachh  division,  have  spread  as  traders 
and  merchants  and  formed  settlements  in  Calcutta,  Madras,  tlm 
Malabar  Coast,.  South  Burma,  Siam,  Singupur,  and  Java  j in  the 
ports,  of  the  Arabian  peninsula  except  Maskat  where  they  liave  been 
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their  eighty-f  our Nvkhs  or  clans  are : AoMni,  A hj/i,  A mbit/a,  Atakirah,  A dthakar,  fihaldi, 

Buryu,  uhakhar , Ghnta,  Ghurli,  Gluulhlur,  Qaiula,  Gnja/I  Af/rthi/a,  Chdbadndn,  Chokha 
Sot  a p Ch  a min  a n i Oh  ochtt  kt  ChhltinWH  Sa  ky<c^  C /tide } A dupti  tv  tt , Chandan „ / hhtni  Pu  f ra , 

J*yxiyyii>  Karya,  Khakfutr,  K/iokh&ruat  Khodral  Kayath^  Kcsarya,  Katwru,  Kotakt 
1 Itctdak i Majityu^  Muanah,  Medwarf  Naranij  Nrfrw&nL  Pdbaryay 
lraci/at  Pcindhij  Pdrkurya^  Ptidan*  Phn/bmlnda^  Poputt  Rachy  Mtikunvftya,  Raiefuinna, 

JinnAy  Rdryaf  Rokhana^  Rupartlf  Sakrdnit  8<ibdgart  ffcnduUM,  Somiya*  Sondaita, 

Sortuftf  r,  J /utkrdif  Tinntt,  and  Thanvti, 

\ LohAau  priests  who  prayed  to  the  Indus  were  Tekma),  Adhanmal,  NsndmaU 
and  Milmal.  9 " 
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ousted  by  the  Khojilhs  ; in  Mozambique  Zanzibar  and  the  East  African 
Coast,  * The  Jaddah  Memans  are  mostly  Kachhis.  The  Kachh 
Memane  are  a fair  people,  the  men  often  with  ruddy  skins  thick 
beards,  profuse  head  and  body-hair,  large  dark  almond-shaped  eyes 
with  the  full  and  arched  eyebrows  peculiar  to  Sindh,  Somewhat 
above  the  middle  height  and  inclined  to  fullness  in  youth  and  corpu- 
lence in  middle  ago  both  men  and  women  are  remarkably  well-formed 
and  strong.  The  Kachh  Menmn's  face  is  often  round  sometimes  oval* 
with  round  cheeks,  high  forehead,  a straight  or  slightly  hooked  nose 
with  large  well-turned  nostrils,  small  full  lips,  round,  well  marked  chin 
generally  dimpled  in  women,  small  ears,  and  an  elongated  neck  set  on 
square  shoulders.  The  expression  is  keen,  shrewd,  self-reliant.  They 
wear  the  moustache  short  according  to  the  sunn ah  (tradition  and 
practice)  of  the  Prophet,  and  the  beard  about  at  the  most  six.  inches 
long,  often,  when  a plentiful  growth  of  its  thick  hair  spreads  oyer 
their  checks  divided  by  two  shaven  belts  one  on  the  check  the  other 
on  the  neck.  Regardless  of  the  law  many  of  the  younger  men  wear 
their  hair  short  and  parted  in  the  middle,  the  moustache  full,  and  the 
beard  cropped  close.  Most  of  them  however  shave  the  head,  Memai 
women  who  have  often  very  long  hair  wear  it  parted  down  the  middle 
in  a plait  of  three  braids  ending  in  a ribbon.  The  elders  both  men  and 
women  try  to  disguise  gray  hair  by  dyeing  it  with  henna  ( Lawson ia 
inenrns)  and  sometimes,  with  hernia  and  indigo.1  For  a time  the 
indigo  dye  is  effective,  but  if  the  application  is  not  renewed  within 
eight  days  the  roots  of  the  hair  turn  a flaming  purple.  Both  Meman 
mm  and  women  blacken  their  eyelids  with  collyrium  kohl.  From 
early  girlhood  Meman  women  redden  their  palms  fingers  and  finger 
nails  and  their  soles  and  toes  with  henna*3  Black  dentvifiee  is 
also  used  by  married  women.  > The  Hdhli  Memans  are  darker  and 
smaller  than  the  KackH  Memans  with  whom  they  never  marry. 
The  features  of  the  Hfikiis  are  not  so  marked  as  those  of  the  Kachhis ; 
neither  are  they  so  regular  or  pleasant.  It  is  difficult  to  give  a typical 
description  of  a Hill  hi  Meman. 

In  business  both  Kachh!  and  Ilal&i  Memans  ore  shrewd  and  energetic, 
the  Kachhis  with  perhaps  the  bitter  name  for  fair  dealing.  Socially 
both  communities  are  jovial  pleasure-loving  and  hot-tempered  ; and  are 
regarded  by  other  Musalmdns  os  devout  and  charitable,  A favourite 
form  of  Meman  charity  is  to  help  poor  pilgrims  to  Makkah,  a 
generosity  which  sometimes  goes  the  length  of  chartering  a ship.4 


J This  is  also  a Bttnmth  or  traditionally  moritorkma  act.  Tbo  Prophet  said ; Change  Hit 
whiteness  of  your  hair,  bat  not  with  anything  Mark.  fMishktfl  ul-Musaliih.  360-  362.) 
The  first  KhaUlali  AM  Mr  632 - 634)  used  to  dye  his  heard  red  with  henna. 
Among  the  Regular  Mu&nlmtitis  who  all  use  indigo  dy is,  the  order  is  honoured  In  the 
breach , 

2 The  practice  of  applying  heutiA  varies  greatly.  Many  tinge  only  the  finger  nails 
and  toes.  Some  make  a stripe  along  the  hacks  of  their  hamU  aero  si  the  knuckles. 
The  •tain  is  a light  orange,  a deep  scarlet,  a dark  red,  and  sometimes  by  long  and 
frequent  applications  & dark  much -admired  olive, 

1 The  black  deutnfice  mtssi  (Above  p;i*j  42  note  1)  together  with  the  kohl  and  the 
henna  arc  held  in  high  respect,  because  they  are  sanctified.  as  a toilet  article  by  the  I -ad y 
FAtemah  the  Prophet’*  daughter*  Sn  far  is  this  respect  earned  that  when  unwell 
Gujarat  Mu  salmon  women  consider  it  sinful  to  use  wmL 
4 Fondness  for  secret  charity  is  an  honourable  trait  among  rich  Mernaus*  Tbe 
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In  spite  of  the  Sindh  strain  In  the  Kachhi,  and  tlic  K&tki&vida 
strain  in  the  Hfildri,  the  speech  of  the  Kachh  and  Halil  Memana  is 
fundamentally  the  same.  The  speech  of  the  Kachhi  though  based 
upon  the  Kachhi  dialect  has  so  many  Ildidi  words  that  the  two  classes 
understand  each  other  with  little  difficulty.1  Contact  with  Urdu  speak- 
ing Musalmdns  has  given  almost  all  Memansa  colloquial  knowledge  of 
Urdu.  Except  a few  who  have  a scholarly  knowledge  of  Urdu  the 
Meman  accent  and  prononneiation  of  several  words  is  generally 
incorrect.3 

At  present,  except  that  the  Kachhi  outdoor  dross  is  richer,  Kachh 
and  H&lni  Menmns  wear  the  same  kind  of  clothing.  The  original  dress 
of  the  men  was  the  Kachh  or  Kathiavadu  phdlia  or  loose  turban,  a shirt, 
a jacket,  trousers  loose  and  bulging  above  and  tight  and  sometimes 
battened  below  the  knee,  a white  cotton  silk  or  gold-bordered  waist- 
cloth  girt  round  the  waist  and  hanging  below  the  knee,  and  country -made 
slippers.  The  indoor  dress  wasth.  shirt  and  trousers.  The  wooden  dress 
in  a robe  worn  over  the  head,  the  half  sleeved  backless  bodice  and  the  black 
or  navy-blue  petticoat  worn  in  the  K&thi&vAda  style:  The  first  changes 

in  dress  were  effected  after  the  mutinies  (a,d.  1857)  by  their  Sayads 
and  Maul  a vis  who  objected  to  Musalmim  women  leaving  exposed 
those  parts  of  their  person  which  the  law  ordered  should  be  covered. 
Under  their  influence  the  well-te-do  gave  up  the  Hindu  dress  and  the 
poor  followed  the  example  of  the  rich.  Among  men  the  change 
of  dress  was  more  gradual.  At  first  pilgrims  from  Makkah  took 
to  wearing  the  dmvid m a /t  or  small  arched  Arab  turban,  the  shdf/dh  or 
loose  open  overcoat,  the  long  loose  shirt,  and  tight  sleeveless  waistcoat. 
Except  that  the  buttons  were  removed,  the  old  ankle-long  trousers 
were  continued.  For  some  years  pilgrims  alone  were  allowed  to  wear 
this  Arab  dress.  But  by  degrees  the  ne%v  style  came  into  almost 
universal  use.  Though  Memans  are  fond  of  costly  clothes  neither 
men  nor  women  show  taste  or  neatness  in  dress.  The  men  are 
fond  of  gold  embroidery  and  the  women  of  gay  colours.  The  chief 
peculiarities  in  the  present  dress  of  the  Meman  is  the  shortness Tif  their 
turbans  which  consists  of  a few  coils  of  some  light  silk  or  shawl 
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Meman  ideal  of  bidden  generosity  was  the  merchant  H&ji  Zakuriyyali  {A.i>,  3823  -1S40) 
the  founder  of  the  Zahariy  yah  m usque  In  the  street  of  that  name  in  Bombay  City*  A 
learned  and  devout  Maulavi  from  Mftlwa  lodging  in  the  Zaknriyyah  mosque  wa* 
conscious  during  the  night  that  a bent  old  man  mu  died  in  a dirty  sheet  was  shampooing 
him.  The  Maul  a vi  prayed  the  old  man  to  cease  but  h*  would  not*  The  Mnu\avi  fell 
asleep  and  in  the  morning  found  a twenty -rupee  note  under  his  bidding*  Ashe  failed 
to  trace  the  giver,  next  night,  when  the  old  ahampooer  returned,  the  Maulavi  feigned 
deep  and  caught  the  okl  man's  hand  while  placing  a paper  under  his  bedding.  In  the 
straggle  the  old  man's  sheet  fell  off  revealing  the  honoured  features  of  Maji  Zakariyyah 
who  wap  abashed  at  being  caught  in  an  set  of  secret  generosity.  The  paper  enclosed  a 
note  for  a hundred  rupees.  On  the  wrapper  were  the  word*  ; A tribute  of  respect  for 
learning.  Tray  for  the  forgiveness  of  this  humble  instrument  of  Allah's  will. 

1 Among  the  differences  iii  common  worth  between  Kachhi  and  H&Ui  may  be  noted  : 


Engtith. 

Kachhi , 

lidkih 

Behind. 

Cali* 

Puthia* 

Sadr  at. 

Wcinse* 

Hurak, 

Broad. 

Fall* 

Mini* 

Chan!  pone. 

Hoti* 

Pfih 

Bring. 

Father* 

Gintah. 

BA  pit. 

A'tlm 

■Bo* 

a por  gfair  house  a Mo  man  says  gar*  for  hkdi  brother  bdi,  for  bfutdd  rent,  bdda^  and 
speaks  Urdu  with  th*  Kachh  or  KAthiivida  accent. 
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or  gold-embroidered  material  wound  over  a cool  airy  and  light  straw 
net- work  cap,  a recent  importation  from  Jdva,  ora  white  cotton-padded 
Arab  skullcap,  . In  the  dress  of  the  women  the  leading  peculiarities 
are  the  shortness  of  the  bodice  sleeves,  the  looseness  of  the  silk  shirt,  and 
the  tightness  at  the  ankle  and  looseness  above  the  knees  of  the  trousers, 
and  the  liberal  use  of  gold  beads  and  gold  or  silk  embroidery  in  the 
shirt. 

A rich  Meman's  indoor  dress  consists  of  a gold-embroidered  or 
brocade  skullcap,  a long  shirt  of  thin  flowered  on  plain  muslin  fastened 
at  the  neck  by  three  or  four  buttons  kept  together  by  a tiny  gold 
chain,  a tight-fitting  sleeveless  waistcoat  aadariah  of  broadcloth 
velvet  or  cashmere  in  the  cold  and  of  white  muslin  or  coloured  silk  m 
the  hot  weather,  with,  in  front,  a row  of  small  silk  buttons  each  with 
its  corresponding  loop,  two  long  breast  pockets  and  two  shallow 
crescent-shaped  waist  pockets.  From  the  long  breast  pocket  or  from 
between  the  looped  fastenings  peeps  out  a coloured  silk  handkerchief. 
The  trousers  arc  of  a creamy  lawn  or  longeioth,  loose  above  and  tight 
at  the  ankle,  the  edges  braided.  The  elder  and  more  religious  wear 
the  shorter  legal  trousers  which  end  an  inch  or  two  above  the  ankle. 
Out  of  doors  a few  of  the  richer  and  younger  men  wear  broadcloth 
trousers  of  uniform  looseness  reaching  the  ground  in  English  fashion. 
Indoors  except  a few  who  wear  English  slippers  and  stockings  the  feet 
are  bare.  In  going  out  a rich  Memao  draws  over  his  indoor  dress 
a [shdyah  sadaryah  or  over -waistcoat  of  the  same  material  as  the 
waistcoat,  but  unlike  it  rathex*  loose  ami  sleeved  but  with  the  skirts  slit 
at  the  sides  ami  often  l eaching  lower  than  the  knee.  On  the  top  of  the 
upper  waistcoat  and  of  the  same  material  the  rich  Meman  draws  the 
loose  unbuttoned  Arab  gown  or  slid 7/ ah.  He  puts  his  feet  into 

English  shoes  or  red  pointed  country  slippers.  Except  for  its  gold 
buttons  and  its  collars,  epaulettes,  and  gold  or  embroidered  edges 
a rich  M email's  ceremonial  dress  is  the  same  as  his  usual  outdoor 
drees.  The  headdress  is  the  old  arched  Arab  turban  or  a valuable 
Cashmere  shawl  : a full  embroidered  or  gold -edged  B amir  as  scarf 

dupatta,  or,  according  to  the  latest  fashion,  a short-  scarf  wound 
once  or  twice  round  a skullcap  of  embroidered  broadcloth  or  silk, 
or,  latest  novelty  of  all,  of  China  or  JAva  straw*  The  middle  class 
Meman  *3  indoor  and  outdoor  dress  is  less  costly  and  is  made  of  more 
lasting  materials.  He  dispenses  with  the  gown  shthjah  both  on  cere- 
monial and  common  occasions  and  sometimes,  like  the  men  of  the  lower 
middle  and  poor  classes,  goes  out  on  pleasure  and  business  in  a skullcap 
with  nothing  over  Ins  waistcoat*  On  his  feet  he  wears  English  boots 
or  shoes  and,  us  in  the  case  of  the  very  rich,,  stockings.  A poor  Meman 
wears  a cotton  or  silk  skullcap,  a coarse  longeioth  or  muslin  shirt, 
a broadcloth  silk  or  cashmere  waistcoat  and  trousers  of  inferior 
longeioth  or  common  gray  shirting*  Only  on  the  I'd  holidays  and  at 
marriages  and  public  dinners  does  a poor  Meman  wear  the  turban 
or  the  over- waistcoat  shay ah  tadaryah*  He  generally  wears  country- 
made  red  shoes  or  pointed  slippers, 

A rich  Meman  woman  wears  the  long  loose  half-sleeved  silken 
chemise  called  aba  of  gay  coloured  Chinese  or  Indian  silk  fastened 
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by  two  email  buttons'  on  each  side  of  tho  neck  above  the  shoulders, 
embroidered  at  the  breast  and  coloured  with  gold  lace  at  the  skirts  and 
over  the  seams.  The  chemise  is  often  of  muslin  or  gauze  to  show  tho 
rich  materials  and  profuse  ornaments  of  tho  tight  backless  bodice  of 
silk  or  brocade.  The  trousers  loose  above  the  knees  and  tight  above 
the  ankle  are  of  silk  of  soberer  hue  than  the  chemise  and  richly  brocaded 
and  gold-laced  down  the  sides  and  at  the  skirts.  The  usual  indoor 
headdress  is  the  initiar  a triangle  of  flowered  or  plain  silk  with  one 
side  laced  or  edged  with  gold  buttons.  Over  the  cnemise  out  of  doors 
or  on  ceremonial  occasions  is  worn  the  scarf  a three-yard  flowered 
square  piece  of  gauze  odena  or  mulat/a  or  brown  silk  having  gold  lace 
edges  and  the  seams  hidden  with  embroidered  lace.  In  the  house  with  few 
exceptions  both  Kachh  and  Haliii  Mcmans  keep  the  feet  bare,  slippers 
being  occasionally  worn.  On  going  out  a rich  Meman  lady  of 
either  class  draws  over  her  dres6  the  Malriya3  or  Malacca  brown  silken 
sheet  with  gold  lace  seams  or  fringes.  On  their  feet  the  Ildldi  women 
whether  rich  or  poor  never  wear  stockings  ^nd  often  not  slippers,  while 
out  of  doors  the  Kachhis  always  wear  stockings  and  shoes  of  Afghan 
leather.  On  occasions  of  ceremony  Meman  ladies  in  addition  to  their 
indoor  dress  wear  a scarf  round  the  neck,  the  scarf  - chemise  and 
trousers  being  more  richly  embroidered  with  seed-pearls  and  gold 
lace  than  is  the  practice  among  other  Sunni  ladies.  Ildlcii  Aleman 
ladies  are  lavish  of  gold  and  silver  ornaments  and  sparing  of  jewels. 
This  is  less  notable  among  Kachh  Alemans  many  of  whom  have 
complete  sets  of  valuable  jewels.  Neither  *Hdlriis  nor  Kachhis  wear 
any  sign  of  mourning.  Except  that  she  wears  no  nose-stud  tith  and 
does  not  attend  marriages  or  other  festive  gatherings  a widow  is  not 
expected  to  conform  to  mourning  rules. 

Though  great  eaters  and  fond  of  good  cheer,  the  Alemans  accord- 
ing to  Alusalm&n  ideas  are  indifferent  cooks  and  somewhat  coarse 
feeders.  The  corpulence  of  most  middle-aged  Memans  of  the  well-to-do 
class  is  due  in  great  measure  to  the  large  quantity  of  clarified  butter 
ffhi  they  accustom  themselves  to  take  from  childhood.  Four  dishes, 
originally  from  north  Gujarat,  are  much  prized  by  Alemans.  These 
are  : A 6tew  of  rice  and  sheep-bones  with  ghi  called  had  da  pul  do  or 
bone-stew  by  the  Kachhis  and  mindrdja  or  royal  dish  by  the  Harris. 
The  second,  their  favourite  at  the  evening  meal,  is  a blend  of  rice  and 
black  gram  mung  Phased  us  mungo  known  as  uiung  H khtchadi. 
The  blend  is  taken  in  two  forms.  First,  to  the  rice  and  pulse  are 
added  as  much  ghi  as  the  mess  can  bear  without  dripping,  and  with 
this  is  taken  curds  whey  pulse-biscuits  or  mango  pickle.  When 
this  is  over  some  of  the  blend  is  mixed  with  a cup  of  milk  and  supped 
like  milk -pudding  or  porridge.  The  third  is  a stew  of  fish  and  Indian 
horse  radish  sekta  Moringa  pterygospermum  beans  or  fish  and  bhendi 
Hibiscus  escnlentus.  The  fourth  called  innthiu  or  fist-cakes  by  the 


Tlie  position  of  the  buttons  is  ono  of  tho  two  main  differences  between  a Meman 
ami  a Khoj&h  woman's  dress.  The  chemise  of  the  Khoj&h  lady  has  its  buttons  in  the 
middle  of  the  cheat  below  the  neck,  tho  Meman  lady's  chemise  bos  a button  over  each 

shoulder. 

3 The  word  is  Arabic  showing  that  the  article  of  dvess  was  borrowed  by  the  Arabs 
f 'Otn  the  country  which  gave  it  its  name. 
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Converts* 

T MADE  RS. 
Memnns, 


Kaehhis  and  do  iris  or  thick-cakes  by  the  HaMris,  is  of  pulse  with 
pieces  of  salted  fish  and  lumps  of  rice  and  millet  bread  roasted  or 
steamed  wit  h spices  and  ghi* 

Memans,  both  Kaehhis  and  H&l&ris,  are  Sunnis  of  the  Hanafi 
school  to  which  most  of  the  Indian  and  Turkish  Musalmdns  belong. 
As  a class  Memans  are  religious,  though  some  of  them,  especially 
the  Kaehhis  keep  to  early  non-Muslim  social  usages.  The  most  notable 
of  these  non- Islamic  customs  is  their  refusal,  like  their  ancestors  the 
Lobanns,1  to  allow  their  daughters  and  widows  any  inheritance.®  So 
careful  are  the  Memans  to  perform  the  pilgrimage  to  Makkah  that 
about  forty  per  cent  nf  their  number  have  the  honourable  prefix  of 
Ilftji  or  pilgrim.  As  soon  as  he  has  laid  by  money  enough  a 
Me  man  takes  his  wife  nod  sometimes  very  young  children,  and, 
undaunted  by  the  dangers  of  the  voyage,  for  He  who  cares  for  him  at 
home  will  guard  him  on  the  way  to  His  House,  starts  for  Makkah  and, 
if  he  can  afford  it,  Madinah.  if  lie  has  wealth  and  leisure,  the 
Memau  pilgrim  visits  Baghdad  to  worship  at  the  shrine  of  his  patron 
saint  MauMna  Abdul  K&dir  Gilani.  For  those  who  have  made  or  are 
unable  to  make  the  great  pilgrimage  several  I udian  shrines  are  usually 
visited,  in  Gujarat  the  shrine  of  S h&h  A'lam  at  AbmedaMd  and  the 
spirit-scaring  tomb  of  Mlwln  Sayad  Ali  D&tilr  at  Unja  about  fifty-six 
miles  north  of  Ahmedabach  Since  the  opening  of  the  R&jpiit&na 
Railway  the  Memau  from  Gujarat  and  Bombay  has  become  a constant 
visitor  at  the  death-day  fairs  or  uran  of  Kh^jah  Muin-ud-din  Chishti 
of  Ajmer.  Like  other  Sunnis  the  Meman’s  belief  in  magic  and  sorcery 
centres  in  the  traditional  maxim  u Magic  is  true,  but  ho  who  practices 
magic  is  an  infidel/13  To  tbo  practice  of  white  magic,  soothsaying  fal 
kholna , and  the  procuring  of  luck-charms  and  amulets  they  have  like 
other  Musaltmlns  no  objection.  They  also  believe  in  astrology  and 
consult  astrologers,  a practice  condemned  by  the  Prophet,  Their 
advisers  in  soothsaying  and  witchcraft  are  poor  Sayads/  The  present 


1 See  Jtorradalltf'a  Caste  Hu  Ins,  9GS-904, 

1 As  Has  been  noticed  at  page  47  note  1 in  A.d,  1817  a case  occurred  which  shows 
bow  firmly  the  Memans  cling  to  their  original  tribal  customs*  The  widow  of  Haji  Ndr 
Muhammad  of  the  XakffHyyA  family  demanded  a share  of  her  deceased  husband's  pro- 
perty. Tho  jdm&'dt  or  community  decided  that  a widow  tmd  no  claim  to  share  her 
husband's  estate.  Before  the  High  Coufl  iu  spite  of  the  ridicule  of  other  Sunnis,  the 
elders  uf  the  Kaelilii  Men  mm  declared  thsi  their  raste-ruleg  denied  the  widow’s  claim. 
The  matter  caused  and  is  still  {a  j>.  1896)  causing  agitation  as  the  doctors  of  the  Sunni 
law  at  Makkah  Have  decided  that  as  the  law* of  inheritance  k laid  down  by  the  Holy 
Kur.utn,  a wilful  departure  from  it  k little  short  of  apostney.  Tho  Memans  are  con- 
templating a change.  So  far  they  havo  not  found  themsclves'able  to  depart  from  -heir 
tribal  practice, 

■ Jddn  bar  hakk  hui , magar  i taka  karnti  wdtn  Kafir* 

4 A Mercian's  wife  the  mother  of  several  children  dies.  After  a decent  interval  the 
Homan  marries  again.  The  new  wife  sickens  and  her  ailment  does  not  yield  to  tho 
common  Home  treatment  employed  by  her  mother  nr  mother-in-law.  She  is  advised 
to  resort  to  did  chhdld  or  spirit -treatment.  On  going  to  bed  the  sick  woman  lays  some 
grains  of  rice  and  either  five  toppers,  or  a two  or  four-anna  silver  piece  with  a copper 
under  her  pillow  and  iu  the  morning  by  a servant  or  poor  female  relative  sends  the  rice  and 
money  to  some  cunning  Snyad  or  exorcist.  The  Suyad  takes  the  grains  of  rice,  hears  the 
account  of  the  illness,,  breathes  on  the  rice  and  blows  a prayer  on  the  copper  or  silver. 
He  says  ; Tin*  spirit  of  a dead  woman  is  iu  this  coin.  Had  the  lady's  lord  a former  wife, 
and  did  the  wife  die?  “True  words  ” re pHea  the  lady's  emissary:  Then  tbo  sickness 
is  the  haunting  of  the  troubled  spirit  of  the  former  wife.  But,  objects  the  messenger 
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religious  head  of  tlie  K&chhi  Meroaus,  tho  nineteen  tlx  in  descent  from 
Pir  EusufuddiBj  lives  at  Mundra  about  forty  miles  east  of  M&ndvi  in 
Kachli.  He  pays  his  followers  a yearly  or  two-yearly  visit  when  a 
ipouey  subscription  called  khecla  from  its.  2 to  Rs.  200  is  gathered 
from  every  Mercian  family  and  paid  to  the  Pir.  Memans  also  honour 
the  Bukkfiri  Say  ads  of  Ahmed4dj&d.  Besides  a high  priest  living 
usually  at  Sarhind  in  the  Punjab  and  visiting  his  Gujardt  followers 
about  once  every  five  years  the  Hdldishave  a provincial  header  Muklri 
who  lives  at  Dlioriji  in  ICdthiawAr.  This  man  has  power  to  hear  and 
pass  orders  in  petty  marriage  and  divorce  and  sometimes  in  inheritance 
cases. 

Except  a small  body  of  craftsmen  Memans  are  traders  merchants 
dealers  or  shopkeepers  in  any  branch  of  commerce  except  intoxicants 
and  other  traffic  which  is  forbidden  to  the  followers  of  Islam,  As 
shopkeepers  and  miscellaneous  dealers  next  to  the  Jamnagar  Bohords, 
the  Memans  are  perhaps  the  most  numerous  and  certainly  the  most 
success! til  among  Musalmdns,  They  owe  their  success  in  business  to 
their  freedom  from  display  and  their  close  and  personal  attention  to  and 
keen  interest  in  business.  The  richest  Menmn  merchant  does  not 
disdain  to  do  what  a Pdrsi  merchant  of  his  position  would  leave 
to  his  clerks.  Their  hope  and  courage  arc  also  excellent  endowments. 
They  engage  without  fear  in  any  promising  new  branch  of  trade  and 
are  daring  in  their  ventures,  a trait  partly  inherited  from  their  Lohdna 
ancestors  and  partly  doe  to  their  faith  in  the  luck  which  their  saint's 
favour  secures  them.  Except  what  they  borrow  for  trade  purposes, 
Memans  with  rare  exceptions  are  free  from  debt-  They  are  careful 
generally  to  conform  to  the  Islamic  injunction  against  tending  money 
at  interest,  though  in  the  complicated  accounts  of  large  foreign  firms 
interest  on  capital  may  not  altogether  be  excluded.  Though  they  have 
lately  begun  to  teach  their  boys  English,  Memans  as  a class  are  averse 
from  the  higher  education.  Most  Jvl  email  girls  have  a fair  knowledge 

of  Hindustani  and  are  well  grounded  in  religious  matters, 

Sa'balia's.  See  DudwalIs* 
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Cal  l inf/. 


Sa'balia's. 


iny  mistress  is  very  good  to  the  children  of  the  deceased.  * It  is  not  the  children* 
returns  the  wise  one  (the  Hiydna  as  the  exorcist  is  called  by  women),  4 Has  your 
mistress  observed  the  death-day  of  the  late  wife  ? Perhaps  she  dots  not  even  know  it. 

Tell  yoar  mistress  that  when  she  possesses  the  love  of  the  dead  lady’s  lord  and  is 
mistress  of  all  that  once  was  hers  it  is  but  a light  tribute  to  Feed  live  Sayads  or  poor 
men  on  curds  rice  and  pulse- porridge  on  the  former  wife's  death  day/  The  friend 
brings  back  .the  "ay ad's  message.  Tlic  tayad  is  called*  The  sick  woman  sits  in 
front  of  him  unveiled.  The  Say  ad  horns  frankincense,  cuts  a lime  or  two,  mumbles 
over  \ ndl  arid  hammers  it  into  the  threshold.  Either  then  or  after  the  cure  is  completed 
he  is  paid  from  Rs*  l|  to  Ks,  5J>  boincUmea  the  Say  ad  does  not  consider  this 
enough  and  while  leaving  asks  hit  patient  to  send  him  a white  china  plate  every 
morning.  On  the  plate  the  bayad  traces  in  saffron  ink  either  some  squares  with  certain 
figures  or  writes  the  most  potent  and  effective  of  all  spirit  aud  magio  charm*,  the 
U3th  chapter  of  the  Kura&n,  the  Throne  Verse,  which  rims  : « Allah  ! there  is  no 
God  but  he,  the  living,  the  self -subsisting  ; neither  slumber  nor  sleep  seize th  him.  To 
him  belong©  th  whatever  is  in  heaven  aud  on  earth.  Who  is  he  that  can  intercede 
with  him  except  bv  his  will  ? He  knoweth  their  present  and  their  past,  and  they 
cncom|)ass  nothing  of  his  knowledge  except  so  far  as  he  pleascth*  II is  throne  is  spread 
over  heaven  aud  earth,  aud  the  keeping  of  both  burdens  him  not.  Ho  it  tlie  high, 
the  mighty.1'  The  patient  has  to  dissolve  the  writing  or  figures  in  water  or  roaewaU-r 
and  drink  It,  bomottmes  a charm  is  written  on  paper  to  be  dissolved  and  drunk  or  to 
be  worn  in  a silver  case  round  the  neck  or  arm, 
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have  regular  features  and  large  black  eyes.  To  look  at  both  men  and 
women  in  no  way  differ  from  Makw&na  Kolit*  Their  home  language 
is  Hindustani.  The  men  wear  large  loosely-wound  turbans  pAalia, 
jackets,  tight  trousers,  and  common  native  shoes.  The  women  wear  a 
black  robe  uuli  or  jAimi,  & loose  bodice,  a petticoat,  and  slippers.  They 
earn  their  living  as  petty  landlords,  peasants,  messengers,  and  con- 
stables. They  are  clean,  blunt,  idle,  fond  of  opium  and  spirits,  quarrel- 
some, hospitable,  and  extravagant-  Except  in  poor  families  the  women 
do  not  appear  in  public*  Though  many  of  them  are  in  debt  and  none 
of  them  are  rich,  as  a class  they  are  not  badly  off.  They  are  Sunnis 
in  faith  but  as  a rule  care  little  for  their  religion.  Their  sons  marry 
cither  into  Muealmttn,  Makwdna.  or  Koli  families  ; their  daughters 
into  Mumlman  families  of  the  Makwana,  Bibi,  or  Dholka  PatWn 
tribes.  They  employ  a Brdhman  priest  at  their  weddings.  They  are 
said  to  form  a distinct  community,  but  have  little  organization  and 
no  headman.  They  do  not  send  their  children  to  school* 

Maliks,  Lords,  are  eon  /cried  Hindus  and  found  all  over  Gujardt- 
As  a class  they  are  tall  and  fair  with  good  features*  Their  home 
longue  is  Gujarati  in  Vnc  uuitifr  issA  m the  south-  Of 

the  men,  some  dresi  like  Eat  his  with  b g turbans,  tig  lit  jackets, 
trousers,  and  a waistclolh,  Others  wear  the  common  Muhammadan 
dress.  The  women  dress  in  the  north  like  Hindus  and  in  the  south 
like  ordinary  Muhammadans*  They  are  landlords  and  j.easants,  and 
are  employed  in  Government  service  as  messengers  and  constables. 
The  women  spin  but  do  not  work  in  the  field.  Though  clean  tidy 
and  honest  they  are  idle  limitless  antr1  *cA V1  ufilSS8 

especially  those  of  north  Gujar&t,  they  are  a bye  word  for  folly  and 
want  of  sense.  The  women  do  not  appear  in  public.  They  are  poor, 
many  of  them  in  debt.  They  are  Sunnis  in  name  but  are  not  religious, 
few  of  them  knowing  the  Kuraan  or  caring  to  say  their  prayers.  In 
their  marriage  and  other  customs  they  do  not  differ  from  other 
converted  RajpiHs.1 

Matia*  Kanbis,  Believers,  arc  found  in  Kaira  and  in  twenty- 
two  villages  of  north  Surat,  between  the  A mbit  a and  Tapti  rivers. 
By  descent  Hindus  of  the  Leva  Kanbi  caste,  they  are  followers  of 
Imrim  Shah,  the  saint  of  Pirdna  near  Ahmeddbdd,  who,  about  the 
middle  of  the  fifteenth  century,  meeting  them  on  their  way  to  Banaras,3 
worked  such  wonders  that  they  took  him  to  1*3  their  spiritual  guide. 
They -also  believe  in  Smdhsdh,  probably  Niir  Satagur,  the  first  LmaUi 
missionary  to  India  (a.d,  1237),  whose  shrine  is  at  Navsdri  in  Surat, 
and  in  a Pirzdda  of  Bmhdnpur.  In  describing*  the  revolt  o Sr  the 
Broach  Mat  ids*  in  a.d.  1691  the  Mirdt-i-Ahmedi  says : The  Momnas 


1 See  Rnjptita  page  02. 

* The  origin  of  the  word  Matin  is  doubtful.  According  to  on©  story  they  are  ao 

called  because  they  belong  to  the  monastery  math  at  PirAua  j ^oeordiug  to  another 
this  word  comes  from  mat  opinion,  perhaps  the  believing  Kanbis.  Colonel  Walktr’s 
derivation  of  MoleiiaUm  from  Submiaaiva  to  Islam,  seems  to  ex  r lain 

the  word  Matin  and  not  the  word  Molesahim  (Bulow  page  (38)-  * 

* Details  given  under  Moumis.  * Persian  Text,  I.  338. 

5 The  Mimt-i-Ahsnedt  calls  them  & or  Matt&sn  Persian  Ten,  I.  338. 
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.of  Ahmedalrid  and  the  Khoj&hs  of  Sorath  are  oflshoots  of  the  main 
Naziirian  stock,  Tho  Matins  are  a tribe  who  in  habit  also  the  districts 
of  Khandesh  and  Bazhina  and  engage  themselvei  in  agricultural 
pursuits.  Those  living  in  the  Stiba  of  Ahmeddbdd  (Gui  irat)  are  called 
Mo  muds  and  those  who  live  in  Sorath  arc  called  KhojAlis.  Being 
converted  by  Say  ad  Iraam-ud-din  they  belong  to  a number  of  Hindu 
classes  who  entered  Islam  under  hts  guidance.  They  have  such  faith 
in  their  religious  teachers  that  they  give  a tenth  part  of  whatever  their 
yearly  earnings  may  be  to  their  spiritual  guide.  They  carry  this  rule 
to  so  extreme  an  extent  that  if  any  of  them  has  teiurhildren  he  is  bound 
either  to  present  one  of  his  children  to  the  Say  ad  or  to  fix  and  pay  the 
Say  ad  a money  value  or  ransom  for  tho  child.  Their  large  revenues 
derived  from  their  followers  enable  the  saints  to  enjoy  a h*gh  degree 
of  ease  and  splendour.  So  entirely  do  tho  saints  look  upon  their 
Murids  (spiritual  followers)  as  a source  of  revenue  that  tlie  ttayads 
when  xn  a trying  their  daughters  give  away  a number  of  their  followers 
to  them  as  part  of  their  dower/  Some  MomnAs  remain  members  of 
their  caste  being  Hindus  iu  everything  but  religion,  V\  lien  Sayad 
Shahji  one  of  the  descendants  of  I m&m-ml-din  (a,d,  169 1 ) succeeded  his 
father  in  the  spiritual  headship  of  the  Marias  ao  many  thousands  of  his 
followers  presented  themselves  at  his  place  of  residence,  Karamthah  near 
Ahmed  A bad,  asking  to  be  admitted  to  Ins  presence  that  he  could  hardly 
find  a moment  of  privacy  and  sometimes  used  to  stretch  out  his  foot 
from  behind  the  curtain.  The  belief  of  his  followers  was  so  sincere  that 
they  used  to  consider  even  this  act  of  their  Fir  a great  condescension 
and  used  to  kiss  tho  sa  nVs  foot  and  place  their  offerings  of  money  near 
it  and  retire  satisfied  and  happy/  In  the  days  of  Ilaziat  Khuld  Makani 
(Aurangzib  a.d,  1658-1707)  much  attention  began  to  be  given  to 
the  Muhammadan  Law  and  to  the  rooting  out  of  dissent.  Most  men 
adopted  very  strait  religious  views  to  become  popular  with  the  emperor 
and  accused  the  Mathis  and  their  spiritual  guide  of  lieing  Rdfizis 
(Shiahs).  A few  of  the  accused  were  thrown  into  prison.  _ Some  one 
reported  to  the  ampere  r an  account  of  Say  ad  Shahji  and  his  religion 
and  ways.  Aurangzib  ordered  an  enquiry  to  bo  held  and  the  spiritual 
guide  was  ordered  to  present  himself  before  the  Kdzi  at  AhmeddUid. 
Being*  unwilling  to  attend  Say  ad  Shahji  took  poison  and  died,  This 
inflamed  the  anger  of  his  followers  and  to  revenge  his  death  a largo 
number  of  MaUAs^erossed  the  Narbada  and  took  Bhartieh  killing  the 
Fftujdtii1,  They  were  destroyed  by  Mulririz  Bdhi  and  Nazarali  Khan 
the  lieutenants  of  Shujadt  Khdn  the  v:ecroy  of  Gujarat,  but  not  until 
they  bad  made  a most  gallant  stand  willingly  preferring  death  to  defeat 
anti  captivity.  Neither  in  food  nor  in  dress  do  they  differ  from 
Hindus.  All  are  cultivators,  the  same  in  character  and  condition  as 
other  Leva  Kanb  6+  They  call  Brdhmans  to  all  their  chief  ceremonies, 
and  except  thitthc  Pirdna  saint  is  their  spiritual  guide,  that  they 
help  to  support  and  go  to  visit  his  tomb,  and  that  they  bury  their 


> Blind  belief  iit  the  e pi  Lit  tml  guide  is  one  of  the  necessary  conditions  the  Sufi 
religion,  one  of  the  doctrines  of  which  is  turf  fiat  b(t&  tiaf  uur 

samt  :s  straw,  out  belief  U everything. 

? Letter  of  X‘2tb  Kuh  IsUo  in  Bi>m.  Gov,  Tol,  Bee,  45  of  F W« 
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tluiwl,  their  eiisdoms  are  Hindu.  Their  peculiar  views  have  separated 
them  from  other  Kanin's,  and  as  they  many  only  among  themselves 
they  form  a distinct  body. 


Moles3<l8i  ms,  found  chiefly  in  Broach  and  in  the  Rewa  -Kftntha, 
are  half  converts  to  Islitm,  made  from  among  ltajputs,  chiefly  in  the 
reign  .of  Mahmud  Bcgads  (a.d.  145[1-1513j,  Of  the  name  several 
interpretations  have  been  given.  According  to  Colonel  Walker2  (a.d. 
18051,  the  word  is  a corruption  of  Muti-hl- Islam  Submissive  to  the  faith, 
applied  to  the  GirAsiAs  in  reproach,  implying  that  they  are  merely 
passive  MusahnAus  professing  the  faith  of  Islam  while  practising  tlie 
idles  of  their  ancestors*  Again  the  word  Haul  a means  master  as 
well  as  slave.  Taking  it  to  mean  master  the  rendering  would  he 
Masters  in  IsInm,J  like  KhojtSh  or  Lord,  a ease  of  thegrant  to  converts 
of  an  honourable  title.  The  third  explanation  is  that  during  the  i rst 
days  of  the  success  of  Islam  it  was  the  custom  that  when  an  infidel  was 
converted  to  Islam  by  a MusalraAn  that  infidel  was  called  the  Mania 
ol  lhe  converter.1  Wheat  Mahmud  Begada  converted  these  jieople  to  * 
JslSin,  being  a sincere  and  devoted  MnsalmAn,  in  preference  to  calling 
his  convirts  Man] as  of  Mahmud  lie  called  them  Manias  of  Islam.  The 
explanation  given  by  Mr.  Forbes3  in  the  lias  Mala  is  that  Rajputs  who 
were  pur  out  ol  caste  in  the  t.mc  of  Mahmud  Begada  formed  a separate 
class  called  ‘ MolesalAm  ’ because  they  had  Ijowed  or  marie  salam  to 
the  mehcl  or  palace  of  the  SultAn.  The  Molesaldm  Thakors  of  Amod 
aud  Kerviida  in  Broach  claim  descent  from  JAdav  Rajputs  who  were 
converted  by  Mahmud  Begada  in  a.d.  I486.  Of  the  four  derivations 
the  second,  namely  that  it  means  Masters  in  I si  5m,  scents  the  most 
hkoly  to  he  correct. 

MolesalAm  thAkors  and  chiefs,  while  employing  Kliws  Sayads  and 
Maulawis,  maintain  the  descendants  of  their  old  Brahman  family  priests 
and  support  their  Jlhats  and  ChArans,  whom  the  rich  engage  to  while 
away  their  leisure  hours  by  reeiting  poetry  and  the  poor  to  servo  as 
pnestsat  marriages.  A MolesalAm  will  marry  Ids  daughter  to  a Sayad 
u Sheikh  a Moghal  or  a BAbi,  hut  not,  as  a rule,  to  a Musalimin  of 

11  , e Bon  a chief  may  get  a Rsjpfit  girl  in  niarrhige. 

15ut  other  Molesalnms  marry  either  among  then*  own  people  or  the 
pooler  class  of  MiiFalmdns.  Indoors  a Mulesaldm  wears  a waistolotli  ; 
out  of  doors  a turban  coat  and  trousers,  with,  like  a Rajput,  a doth 
wound  round  the  waist  or  thrown  over  the  shoulders.  ‘Women  wear 
a rol'C  salht  a bodice,  and  a petticoat.  Molesalnms  dine  with  other 
A lusal  mans,  but  except  that  they  somet  imes  take  flesh,  they  cat  and 
drink  like  Hindus. 


Parma  rs  are  Bajpdt  converts.  There  is  no  record  of  the  date  of 
1 heir  conversion  toTsHmhut  they  are  referred  tons  having  been  already 
IslAmised  in  a.d.  1317  when  Mubarak  Sloth  formed  his  disreputable 


skltM?  ,!J *' a 1 ,T,1|lUw:t"  Arab.  Text  37,  wherein  the  biographical 

[ha/  V liwlw'!’  tJ'e,fomc,,s  **«.**  ««*  Kura  An  reciter  ami  historian , the  antlmr 
Hbaliain  s first  anmtor  wfio  heunmu  h convert  to  Islam  wus  one  Milmtti 
wl.o  lomcrt  ^biin  Mania  of  Abdullah  .on  of  MuMwivwlu 
' Jttai*  MAla,  l.  343.  # 
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ai  e good  looking.  [ ho  homo  tongue  of  some  is  GujnrfUi  and  to 

Olliers  Eaelihi.  The  men'  wear  n largo  loose  turban,  a coat,  and  a waist- 
cloth,  or  very  loose  tmiisers  of  striped  cotton  cloth,  'i  ho  women  in 
north  Gujarat  and  Kntu  a war  dress  like  Hindus,  generally  wearing 
a black  robe  to  ^efc  0 if  theiv  fair  skins*  They  make  bracelets  and 
other  ivory  articles.  The  V/rnncn  do  house  work.  The  men  are  quiet 
mud  working  and  thrifty*  1 hoy  are  woll-to-do  and  able  to  save* 
Sunnis  in  religion,  some  know  the  K 11  rati n and  arc  careful  to  say 
tnen  pray  evs.  T hey  have  110  spiritual  guide,  but  reverence  Shrill 
Alam  the  well-known  AlunoiUlMd  saint.  Like  the  Ghrinchis,  the 
women  sing  wedding  wrmgs,  and  at  deaths  beat  the  breast  and  wail* 
marry  only  among  themselves,  and  form  a separate  union 
with  a headman  * hew  teach  their  children  Gujarriti  and  none  English. 
Some  of  the  Gujaiat  Hanirirs  have  risen  to  great  wealth  in  the  ivory 
trade  m Bombay.  " 

Monma  s,  property  Mamins  Believers,  arc  found  in  epnsiderable 
numbers  all  over  Gujarat,  They  ai*c  the  descendants  of  Hindus 
ot  many  castes,  converted1  to  the  Shirih  form  of  faith  by  different 
members  of  the  family  of  Ismitilia  Say  ads,  of  whom  Imdmshah 
(A*D,  11  10)  of  Pirdna-  is  the  most  distinguished*  Though  from  their 
head-quarters  known  as  Kdtlhanpuri  Dhdndbdri  or  Pdlanpuri,  and  from 
their  more  immediate  religious  guides  known  as  Mashaikhshdhi 
Nurshilhi  and  .Mahmudshah^  all  are  ImAmsMhi  Muealmdns,  With  the 
Matins  of  hhdndesh,  the  Gujarat  Momnris,  about  the  close  of  the 
seventeenth  century  (A.m  1 601 J , rose  in  revolt,  taking, and  for  some  time 
holding  the  city  of  Broach.3  The  men  are  short,  rather  simitj  fair,  and 
well-featured.  STostof  them  sbavo  the  head  and  wear  the  heard  \ but 
lie1  Alnnedalmd  sect  spare  the  Hindu  topknot,  and  shave  the  face  except 
tilt)  upper  lip:  The  women  arc  well-made  and  fair  with  regular  features 
iic  tnen  of  tlic  Ah mediUxi d .sect  wear  the  VAnia  tiii'ban  and  in  every 
part  of  the  r dress  copy  the  Hindus.  ' Other  men  wear  a three-cornered 
jlunaur mu  Ian  turban  and  coat,  and  either  the  Hindu  waieteloth  or 
trousers  so  loose  as  to  give  them  the  name  of  g/tdg/iaria  or  petticoated 
JJohoias.  Hie  women,  except  a few  in  Surat,  dress  like  Hindus, 
Almost  all  eat  Hash,  but  for  fear  of  offending  the  Hindus,  whoso 
'.v  shes  their  position  as  weavers  forces  them  to  humour,  they  do  not 
u..t.  .1  at  their  public  dinners.  The  men  arc  sdk  and  cotton  Weavers, 


Of  t livw  eouvemon  two  stories  ore  told,  one,  that  linftm  Shah  hy  bringing  min 
"f  scarcity,  converted  o largo  hotly  of  Hindu  cultivators.  The  other 
viiju*  Oaml  of  pilgrims  were (passing  Pirduo  on  their  ivay  to  liiudnjx.  Inidm  Skill 
o.lsrou  to  take  ttaoin there,  lliey  agreed  and  in  a trice  were  in  the  holy  city.  They 
p"Ol  tliC'r  vows,  bathed  m tbo  Gauges,  and  awoke  to  find  themselves  in  Pi  ran  a. 


.e  L * J , L i J.1  MiflUJii  Witt;  UllWb  IIWIU  UL  U 

1 Inliritu  Mrtsliaikli,  w lio  gives  his  munc  to  the  MnsMikhsUrtlii  Momiids  is 

huTiod  at  A.tmufflfbfrl,  ami  1 lie  toml)  of  the  loader  o£  ttio  Mahmtidshdliij  is  at  Uluultdd 
1U»T  Dholcm,  y WatsoiPe  G u jurat  II  istory,  B£. 

* or  other  casus  u£  the  general  use  ol  Uohura  see  Above  page  2-1, 
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dyers,  cloth-dealers,  and  husbandmen.  In  Kairaand  other  parts  of  north 
Gujarat  many  of  the  weavers  are  said  to  have  once  been  husbandmen. 
The  women  weave  and  prepare  thread.  Not  over-honest  or  truthful 
they  are  hardworking,  sober,  tidy,  and  almost  niggardly  in  their 
thrift.  The  women  appear  in  public.  The  Momnds  are  Shidhs  in  faith. 
Except  the  Ahmeddbdd  sect,  they  read  Kutb-iul-dfn’s  Gujardti  Kuradn, 
and  as  a prayer  repeat  their  saint's  name.  The  Ahmeddbdd  sect,  instead 
of  the  Kuraan,  read  Imdmshah’s  book  of  religious  rules  and  some  of  them 
are  said  stealthily  to  worship  Hindu  gods.  Many  Mommls  who  are 
Shiahs  at  heart  profess  to  l>e  Sunnis.  But  there  would  seem  to  bo  in 
Surat  a small  body  of  Momnds  who  really  l>elong  to  the  orthodox 
faith.  These  have  lately  separated  though  they  still  intermarry  with 
their  Shidh  connections.  All  practise  circumcision  and  bury  the  dead. 
In  other  matters  the  customs  of  the  Ahmeddbdd  sect  differ  consider- 
ably from  those  of  regular  Muslims.  Hindu  names  are  common  in 
north  Gujardt  though  rare  in  the  south,  and  while  with  ordinary 
Momnds  marriages  take  place  according 'to  the  Musaltnan  rules,  the 
Ahmeddbdd  sect,  in  addition  to  the  Musalman  marriage,  call  in  a 
Brdhman  and  go  through  the  Hindu  ceremony.1  In  north  Gujardt, 
among  all  Momnds  marriage  takes  place  at  a very  early  age,  sometimes 
before  the  children  arc  weaned,  and  they  follow  the  Hindu  practice  of 
holding  a high  festival  when  the  bride  comes  of  age  and  goes  to  live  with 
her  husband.  At  deaths,  like  Hindus,  the  women  wail  and  beat  the 
breast.  Except  the  Ahmeddbdd.  sect,  all  Momnds  intermarry,  the  Kdzi 
of  ordinary  Musalmans  performing  the  ceremony.  Each  settlement 
has  its  union,  headman,  and  code  of  rules  which  are  generally  well 
kept.  Among  Pdlanpur  Momnds  serious  disputes  are  referred  to  the 
spiritual  guide  at  Pdlanpur,  to  whom  every  adult  pays  a yearly  tax  of 
Its.  1J.  They  teach  their  children  Gujardt!  and  some  in  Surat  English. 
None  of  them  have  risen  to  any  high  position. 

Mu'lta'nis  and  Mu'lta'ni  Mochis,  Shoemakers  from  Multan, 
are  found  in  all  the  chief  cities  of  Gujardt.  Escaping  from  North  India, 
probably  on  the  occasion  of  one  of  the  early  Muhammadan  invasions, 
they  settled  in  Gujardt  and  were,  according  to  their  own  account,  con- 
verted to  IsWm  during  the  reign  of  Mahmud  Begada(A.n.  1459-1513). 
People  calling  themselves  Multanis  sell  dry  lisli  and  fuel  and  petty 
grocery  in  Nasik.  These  according  to  General  Br  ggs  (Transac. 
Lity.  Socy.  Bombay.  Vol.  I.  page  193)  emigrated  from  Multdn  in 
a.d.  1739  when  Nddir  Slidh  invaded  India  and  they  followed 
Astif  Jdh  the  Nizam  to  the  Dakhan.  In  the  north  of  Gujardt  there 
are  Miiltdni  Pathdus  or  simply  Miiltdnis  who  add  the  title  Khan 
to  their  names  and  are  soldiers  tailors  or  servants.  The  heaviness 
of  their  faces  and  bodies  may  l>e  taken  as  a proof  of  their  northern 
origin.  As  far  as  possible  they  marry  among  themselves.  They 
say  they  came  originally  from  Multdn.  The  north  Gujarat  M \\ltdnis 
speak  llindustdni.  The  men  dress  like  middle-class  Musalmans,  the 


Chapter  II. 

Subdivisions* 

Hindu 

Converts. 

Craftsmen. 

Momna's. 


Multanis 
and  Mu  lta'nl 
Mochis. 


1 Among  Malii  K&ntlm  and  Puruntij  MomnAa  the  practise  noticed  by  Mr.  Mclvill  in 
1827  (Horn.  Gov.  Scl.  X.  *J)  of  having  a marriage  ceremony  j>crforincd  hy  a Brahman  is 
atill  kept.  The  Ahmeddbud  sect  intermarry  with  the  Puruntij  Moinnas,  and  when  such 
has  been  the  custom  in  the  bride’s  family  the  Hindu  marriage  is  performed* 
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